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St. George’s Independent School



St. George’s Independent School admits students of any race, color, 
national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 
and activities generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school. The school does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs.

Your child’s 
success 
tomorrow 
rests with  
a school that 
cements all 
the basics:
critical language arts skills that move him from  
excited reader to cogent writer.

mathematical fluencies that range from solving  
equations to predicting election returns.

scientific logic that encompasses hands-on labs  
and theoretical physics.



And her 
enthusiasm 
today depends 
upon a school 
that uses 
compelling 
methods—
 

active lessons that urge her out of her seat  
and into discovery.

collaborative work that leads her into  
productive relationships with others.

experiential projects that tap her critical thinking 
skills and her creative reserves.



St. George’s 
Independent 
School 
advances the 
best of both 
models, for 
today and 
tomorrow.
BETWEEN THE MIRACLE of your child as you see her  
today, and the wonder of what she’s growing into tomorrow,  
the active learning and agile teaching of a St. George’s  
education help her build a disciplined mind, an 
adventurous spirit, and a brave heart.



kindling 
enthusiasm 
today
ensuring 
a bright 
tomorrow  
so our 
youngest 
students build 
scholarly 
momentum



IN OUR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM, your child begins 
with all the fundamental building blocks of learning—
sounding out syllables, mastering numbers, mapping 
familiar neighborhoods, and labeling the forewings of a  
bee on a diagram.

But at St. George’s, your child also inventories the supplies 
for a make-believe pizzeria and tracks the movements of an 
imaginary herd of buffalo. Later, in the elementary division, 
he studies photosynthesis on the sun-dappled paths of 
a nearby nature preserve and hikes through a cavern to 
explore the bat habitats he’s been studying in class.

At St. George’s, your child does all this—mastering classic  
content and embracing extraordinary experiences—
because we want him not only to build sound foundations 
but to ignite a lifetime of deep curiosity.

At St. George’s lower school, our students rise to 
extraordinary challenges because we carefully prepare them 
to responsibly but robustly embrace active engagement—
to measure words and consider consequences, but also 
to bravely take healthy risks. Our students welcome 
challenging lessons, deliver public speeches, test new 
athletic skills, and audition for class plays—because we 
instill that kind of thoughtful boldness in them, every day.

How can 
lower school 
students 
achieve the 
strongest 
educational 
start 
possible?



We encourage your child to explore horizons that grow 
steadily wider at St. George’s, where we supply our students 
with so many remarkable opportunities to go, see, do, and 
make—and to recognize the occasional failure as a stepping 
stone to future victories.

We believe children learn much more, much faster when 
their curriculum connects dynamically and actively with 
the world in which they live. St. George’s teachers write 
sensory experiences and direct observations into their 
lesson plans because we want your child to live important 
concepts, not just learn them by rote.

At St. George’s, we guide your child  
to exciting new discoveries—and prepare 
her to eventually strike out on her own.

“ Sometimes I watch my 
students engaged in a 
project and it gets a little 
emotional, because it 
seems so real for them. 
I can see them living the 
things they’re studying 
and throwing themselves 
into it heart and soul.”  
–lower school teacher



What does 
our Episcopal 
tradition 
mean for a 
St. George’s 
student?

IT MEANS STARTING some days in chapel, seeking 
the wise counsel of chaplains, and embracing a culture 
permeated with Judeo-Christian principles: The belief that 
every person is a child of God. The idea that loving thy 
neighbor entails seeking your neighbor in everyone. The 
importance of weighing words,reflecting on deeds, and 
treating others kindly.

And at St. George’s, our Episcopal values also lead us  
to our uncommon commitment to inclusion, in an 
atmosphere that welcomes families of any faith.  

We dedicate ourselves to something stronger 
than mere tolerance—instilling, instead, a 
heartfelt respect for differences in thought  
and belief, and a deeply rooted conviction that 
seeing the whole picture means synthesizing 
multiple perspectives.

As part of our Episcopal commitment to inclusion, we 
seek out pupils from many walks of life, every religious 
tradition, all races, and more than 50 zip codes—because 
we believe our classrooms should reflect the realities of  
our city. The bridges built at St. George’s result in a 
genuinely transformative diversity. Our students change, 
inform, and enrich the experiences of their peers and, 
together, build a community that celebrates difference  
and recognizes commonality.



igniting 
academic 
energy
sparking 
social 
energy so 
our students 
develop 
uncommon 
focus

“St. George’s 
is founded 
on Episcopal 
traditions, one 
of which is to 
love and learn 
from people 
from other 
traditions, and 
to be informed 
by a range 
of different 
beliefs.”  
–faculty member



OF COURSE, THEY MOVE from long division to algebraic 
equations, and leap from the personal reflection  
of book reports to the sophisticated work of research- 
based arguments.

But at St. George’s, your child also carries her 
understanding of geometry out of the classroom and into 
the woods, where she designs and constructs a treehouse. 
Then she takes her place before a podium and leaps 
bravely into the eddies of debate.

At St. George’s, your child does all this—building a 
repository of knowledge and compiling a reserve of 
experience—because we want her not only to make 
steady curricular progress, but to execute great bounds of 
personal empowerment.

At St. George’s, we know that some of the biggest 
challenges in middle school don’t unfold in a 
classroom. That’s why we carefully curate a 
warm, kind community—a place where everyone 
finds a niche, all perspectives are valued, and 
community members take their responsibilities 
to others seriously.

How do 
middle school 
students 
find their 
way through 
the space 
between?



In part an organic outgrowth of our Episcopal roots, our 
strong middle school community also stems from our 
extraordinarily intentional advisory system, in which small 
groups of students and a faculty mentor meet frequently to 
bond, to vent, to share worries, and to celebrate victories.

We welcome your child into a fellowship, rather than 
simply assigning him to a classroom, and offer a network 
of peers, unfailing mentor support, and a safe place to 
grow, because we know that when we lower emotional 
pressures, we increase intellectual energy. And your child’s 
focus pivots from muddling through socially to standing 
out academically, athletically, artistically, and altruistically.

At St. George’s, we lead your child down an 
academically and sometimes emotionally 
challenging path—but he never walks alone. 

“My son’s group 
of friends is so 
diverse and they 
all respect each 
other’s different 
interests. 
Sometimes middle 
school kids only 
want to hang out 
with kids who are 
just like them. 
But not these 
guys. They’re so 
comfortable with 
difference.”  
–middle school parent



How do children 
of all ages  
learn to play 
fairly and 
create freely?

IT STARTS WITH SHARPENING the mind—in combining 
vital fundamental knowledge with training in flexible, 
creative, critical thinking. In knowing facts and 
experiencing examples, in learning and living.

But at St. George’s, we also nurture the physical 
and spiritual development of your child, 
ensuring that as he strengthens his mind he 
simultaneously develops a sound body and finds 
ample expression for the stirrings of his soul.

At St. George’s, a strong PK-12 commitment to the arts 
means your child can study stanzas with a published 
poet or produce a mixed-media sculpture with a working 
artist—professionals who can steer him expertly toward 
meaningful encounters with painting or playwriting, 
drama or dance. 

Meanwhile, physical education emerges as an important 
part of the curriculum from the very first day of school. 
As your child grows, she finds a full range of athletic 
opportunities—from going to the state championship 
tournament with the varsity soccer team to tackling a 
ropes course on a class trip—to strengthen her resolve 
and her body, to learn sportsmanship, and to develop both 
mental and physical stamina.



“We care deeply 
about developing 
the unique gifts 
and talents of 
every child, and 
we’re always 
working to create 
new opportunities 
for students to 
shine, to grow,  
and to discover 
new passions.”  
–upper school  
faculty member

respecting 
fundamental 
principles  
advancing 
fresh methods
so our 
students 
grapple with 
complexities



OF COURSE, they must start by graphing descriptions 
of motions. Defining the Laws of Thermodynamics. 
Comprehending theories from Newton to Einstein.

But at St. George’s, your child also uses scientific principles 
to design a golf course. He applies an understanding of 
forces and vectors to the construction of nine holes and  
adds an electronic circuit to notify players when they 
sink a putt. And then he delivers the game to the junior 
kindergarten for field day.

At St. George’s, your child does all this—theory and 
practice, intellectual investigation and physical proof—
because we want him not only to memorize scientific 
principles, but to master and deploy them.

The equilibrium we achieve at St. George’s 
isn’t just between traditional content and agile 
methods. We also strike a careful balance in how  
we model responsible engagement with our 
myriad offerings—Advanced Placement  
courses, extracurricular activities, 
entrepreneurial projects, travel opportunities, 
and citizenship initiatives. 

How do 
upper school 
students 
learn the 
complexities 
of physics?



We see these special offerings as vehicles to help your 
child make wise choices, focus her efforts, and manage 
stress—so she can accomplish more while worrying less.

More than simply preparing students for academic 
accolades, St. George’s teachers inspire our students to 
embrace hard work while avoiding overextension, and to 
value the dividends paid by inspired effort as well as the 
doors opened by good grades.

We want our students to grow as high-
achieving, competitive students who meet and 
surpass many sets of expectations—and also 
as well-adjusted, happy boys and girls driven 
by their own unique ambitions.

At St. George’s, our teachers and your child walk in 
perfect step toward academic vigor. 

“I take four AP 
classes and the 
workload is 
stressful, but our 
teachers help 
us and guide us. 
They give us the 
tools we need at 
every turn.”  
–upper school student



At St. George’s, 
the way we 
weave it all 
together sets 
your child apart.

academic mastery ~  
intellectual acuity 
We offer a time-tested, traditional curriculum, alongside 
the brightest advances in active learning—so your child 
investigates Roman culture by reading mythology and 
learning Latin, and also by building an intricate computer 
model of ancient Herculaneum. A St. George’s education 
encompasses both the study of classic concepts and an 
apprenticeship in intrepid thinking.

vigorous scholarship ~  
personal mentorships 
A St. George’s teacher demonstrates mastery of her craft 
each day. We invest time in our students by teaching, 
tutoring, counseling, advising, staying late for games, 
arriving early for rehearsals, meeting with parents,  
bonding with families, and registering as powerful 
influences in the community.

core values ~  
multiple perspectives 
At St. George’s, we believe that every person is a child of 
God, that loving thy neighbor means loving all neighbors, 
that compassion is your child’s divine instinct, and 
developing it our sacred mission. We welcome families of 
all faith traditions into an atmosphere of genuine respect, 
mutual understanding, and real friendship. 



transformative diversity ~  
enduring commonality
SGIS students come from all corners of greater Memphis, 
from many backgrounds and every walk of life. And yet our 
students discover that they are more alike than different. 
Here, we foster friendships, challenge stereotypes, and instill 
a will to know and be known that enriches your child’s life.

careful reflection ~  
healthy risks
A St. George’s student learns to practice self-discipline—to 
weigh his words and predict the consequences of his actions. 
At the same time, we urge our students to step past their 
comfort zones, to try out for the new team or take the tougher 
class. The result strikes a balance between good sense and 
ambitious goals.

deep focus ~  
wide horizons
Here, your child can play volleyball for a coach who 
emphasizes sportsmanship as well as final scores. Or sculpt 
a bust alongside an artist-in-residence. She can camp in a 
cave, hike a snowy mountain footpath, and paint a watercolor 
of Reelfoot Lake with a brush dipped in its waves. She can 
achieve athletic feats, take artistic flights, and develop a 
spirit of adventure—all through St. George’s.



What ties 
the untamed 
potential of 
our youngest 
students 
to the 
uncommon 
polish of our 
graduates?
What links your daughter’s childhood dreams with your 
grown-up hopes, or connects the wonder of your son’s 
innate gifts with the full range of talents he can cultivate 
through discipline and devotion?

A St. George’s education.





TO DISCOVER how St. George’s Independent School 
prepares your child for college, career, and a life lived 
bravely and beautifully, please visit our website, call 
our admission offices, and come see us in person.

Germantown PK-5
8250 Poplar Ave. 
Germantown, TN 38138 
901.261.2300

Memphis PK-5
3749 Kimball Ave.
Memphis, TN 38111
901.261.3920

Collierville 6-12
1880 Wolf River Blvd.
Collierville, TN 38017 
901.457.2000

St. George’s 
Independent School
sgis.org
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