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GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR REOPENING ST. GEORGE’S

Active learning and agile teaching are the essence of a St. George’s education. Opportunities abound 
for students to engage in active and hands-on instruction by nimble, agile teachers who can meet the 
individualized needs of each student. Now, in response to a pandemic and societal change, active 
learning is learning within our life circumstance, and agile teaching means making necessary changes, 
based on the best information we have available, in the best interest of our students.

Regardless of rapidly changing external circumstances, St. George’s is prepared to honor our mission and 
deliver on our promise — and we are poised for a strong and successful 2020-2021 school year. As we continue 
to develop our reopening plans, we will deliver phase two in July and back to school details in August.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
The physical, emotional, and academic health of our community is paramount – without this, we cannot 
expect our students, families and community to learn and grow. A safe return to school is the priority 
guiding our decision-making process.

SEAMLESS APPROACH TO TEACHING AND LEARNING 
St. George’s process veers from the status quo. We root our work in agile instruction which mandates 
constant data analysis – informed scientific and medical data as well as social-emotional information 
from our community – and adjusting our practices to move our community forward safely.

COMMUNITY AND SUPPORT 
Our caring team, along with other dedicated colleagues, are collaborating to ensure St. George’s is 
ready to support the social and emotional health of our community. We are dedicated to supporting our 
students, families, faculty, and staff as we navigate new protocols.
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St. George’s will start school on Monday, August 17 with all students on campuses and no changes to the 
major dates calendar for the 2020-2021 school year. All divisions will be on campus every school day. 
Increased health and safety initiatives will be implemented to reduce the risk of COVID-19 spread. In 
the event of an extended student absence, hybrid learning will allow students to join classes remotely 
through live streaming or video sessions.

St. George's Independent School is an Episcopal school dedicated to 
the pursuit of excellence, preparing students for a life of learning and 

meaningful contribution in an inclusive learning community that nurtures 
outstanding academic achievement, relationships, leadership and 

character reinforced by Judeo-Christian values. 

OUR MISSION
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Local, state and federal agencies allow school campuses to open.

NO

HYBRID LEARNING
Should your child need to remain at 

home for an extended period of time, 
he or she moves to hybrid learning 

with remote access to live or 
recorded academic classes and 

student life opportunities. 

YES

ON CAMPUS LEARNING
Students begin the 2020-2021 academic 
year on campuses with enhanced health 
and safety procedures. If health officials 

close schools or issue safer-at-home 
protocols, we seamlessly transition 

to REMOTE LEARNING.

REMOTE LEARNING
Remote learning blends scheduled 

and recorded academic classes 
and student life opportunities.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

Enhanced safety procedures and changes to campus spaces to accommodate physical distancing is a 
great start to supporting a healthy campus environment. But keeping our school healthy is a collective 
effort, one we are asking every member of our community to support. 

CHANGES YOU CAN EXPECT TO SEE IN THE FALL:

Greater investment 
in our health 

resources

Health screening 
protocols for all 

entering our buildings

Use of masks 
required 

Modified spaces to 
accommodate 

physical distancing

Lunch in classrooms; 
boxed lunches available 

for purchase

+
Designated COVID-19  

isolation rooms at 
each campus

Hand washing 
stations

Educate students, 
faculty, and staff 

on proper hygiene 
practices

Increase 
sanitizing and 

cleaning processes
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WHAT SCHOOL MAY LOOK LIKE FOR STUDENTS 

Kindergarten (Prekindergarten, Junior Kindergarten, Senior Kindergarten)
To decrease cross-group contact, students remain in their classroom with their teachers. Specialty teachers 
(music, art, Spanish, wellness, etc.) travel between classes. Lunch and break times are modified. Reducing the 
spread of COVID-19 relies on frequent disinfecting and increased hygiene practice.

Lower School Grades 1 - 5
To decrease cross-group contact, students remain in their classroom with their teachers(s). Specialty 
teachers (music, art, Spanish, wellness, etc.) travel between classes. Lunches are delivered to classrooms. 
Reducing the spread of COVID-19 relies on frequent disinfecting and increased hygiene practice and 
individually physically-distanced learning and teaching spaces.

Middle and Upper School Grades 6 - 12
Students follow their regular letter day class schedules and rotating academic periods maintaining 
physical distance in altered hallway traffic patterns. Lunches take place inside of classrooms. Reducing 
the spread of COVID-19 relies on frequent disinfecting and increased hygiene practice and individually 
physically-distanced learning and teaching spaces.

GUARDING OUR GRYPHONS STARTS THIS SUMMER

Creating and maintaining healthy campuses is going to require everyone’s support and engagement. 
Here is how we can all start this summer:

Practice Healthy Hygiene
   Encourage frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitizer.
   Practice coughing and sneezing into elbows.
   Add daily temperature checks into your morning routine.

Teach and Encourage our Health Protocols
   Visually show and practice keeping six feet apart.
   Practice wearing a cloth face covering (except for children under two years of age).

WHEN TO STAY HOME
      If you are feeling sick

       If you have a fever (100.4) or have had one in the last 48 hours
 
       If you have been in close contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19
  
       If you experience cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, rash, vomiting, or any other symptoms of COVID-19
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SEAMLESS APPROACH TO TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Over the spring and into the summer, St. George’s made significant investments in the technology 
infrastructure to support the continuity of teaching, learning, and student growth through live school, 
remote learning, and hybrid learning. Our goal was to expand access even further, so everyone in our 
school community can benefit from a 
St. George’s education, regardless of 
circumstance and the location in which 
teaching and learning take place.

TECHNOLOGY AND LEARNING
St. George’s is committed to providing 
a place-based education where teaching 
and learning happen on campus. Our 
relational approach, as well as your 
family’s routine, is best supported when 
teachers and students can be on campus. 

Our current reality dictates some 
students may need to be away from 
campus for extended periods of time. 
In order to support continued learning, 
St. George’s will use technology to provide real-time access to students learning from another location. 
Using any web-enabled computer or tablet, students will be able to access the classroom remotely and 
maintain their daily learning schedule. 

Hybrid and remote learning is made possible with classroom 
cameras, microphones and speakers designed to create an 
experience for students learning remotely to be fully engaged 
with their teachers and classmates on campus. Students can 
actively participate in their classes, learn, ask questions and get 
feedback in real time. 

Should circumstances make real-time learning impossible, core 
lessons will be recorded and made available for viewing at a 
later time.
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St. George’s is using a variety of sources to develop protocols and determine when circumstances may warrant a change in tactic. 
Those include, but are not limited to:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Tennessee Department of Health
Shelby County Health Department
National Federation of State High School Associations
Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association
Tennessee Department of Education

Johns Hopkins University Center for Health Security
LeBonheur Children’s Hospital
National Association of Episcopal Schools
National Association of Independent Schools
Southern Association of Independent Schools
COVID Exit Strategy

RESOURCES

COMMUNITY AND SUPPORT

When disruptions to routines and schedules caused by campus closures this spring left many of us 
in need of social-emotional support, our unparalleled team of chaplains, counselors, student life, and 
learning services professionals provided us with the safety net we needed. St. George’s is ready to 
support the social and emotional health of our entire community when school resumes this fall. 

The moment sheltering-in-place 
was required, we implemented 
Virtual SGIS. Within five 
days, students were connected 
to classmates and teachers, 
learning continued, and our 
relationships with one another 
provided comfort and hope. Our 
students and families engaged 
in the opportunity for some 
sense of normalcy.  

We are dedicated to our entire 
community as we navigate 
new protocols, changes to our 
technology infrastructure, 
and tools for enhancing remote teaching and learning. Non-academic aspects of school — student life, 
chapel, social and emotional learning — remain core tenets of St. George’s.
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