
Honors English 8 Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021 School Year 

 

Questions: Please email Mrs. Hill (ahill@sgis.org) 

 

Summer Assignment 1 - Poetry 

“Poetry is, in essence, an art form. All art forms have a reason for being created, and they 

equally have a reason for continuing to persevere throughout culture’s timeline. Though it may 

wax and wane in popularity, though it may change its style based on when and where it’s made, 

art as a whole is part of the human existence.”    

- Jaluna Rolik, The Power of Poetry 

 

Read the three poems below. Since poetry is meant to be heard, try reading each poem aloud. Then, 

choose ONE of the poems to write about. In one paragraph (written or typed), answer the following 

questions: 

● Why did this poem stand out to you? 

● What does it make you think of? 

● What questions does this poem raise for you? 

 

Poetry, poem by Pablo Neruda 

Introduction to Poetry, poem by Billy Collins 

Kidnap Poem, poem by Nikki Giovanni 

 

Summer Assignment 2 - Independent Reading 

“Until I feared I would lose it, I never loved to read. One does not love breathing.”  Scout Finch 

        - Harper Lee, To Kill A Mockingbird 

 

Read at least one book over the summer. You may purchase a book, borrow a book, or check a book out 

from the library. The book of your choice may fall in any genre. After reading, consider whether the book 

is a “window” or “mirror” for you. A mirror is a story that reflects your own culture and helps you build your 

identity. A window is a resource that offers you a view into someone else’s experience. 

 

In one or two paragraphs (written or typed), explain why the book is a window or mirror.  

 

● Window - Did it offer you a view into someone else’s experience? What did you learn as 

a result of that person’s experience? Explain. 

  

OR 

 

● Mirror - Did it reflect your culture or build your identity in some way? How? Explain. 

 

 

NOTE:  Both the poetry and independent reading assignments are due on the first full day of 

English class. 
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