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Watching our Middle School student-ac-
tors perform in “Law & Order: Fairy Tale Unit” 
reminded me of all of the ways in which we 
have had to hit “pause” on so many important 
parts that make up the fabric of our school. 
Yet, we have found creative ways to continue 
engaging in many of the programs that mean 
the most to our students.  

As I think about the end of the year, I look 
forward to the return of many year-end tra-
ditions. While acknowledging all we have 
lost, we have much to look forward to—and 
what excites me most, is that we will walk this 
path together. Strong family partnerships 
have always been one of St. George’s greatest 
attributes, and I am excited for the ways in 

which we will maximize all of our strengths 
in the future.

Summer will be a time for much-needed 
rest and renewal for our students and faculty. 
We are excited to welcome everyone back 
into the building this fall. I can’t wait to have 
our students return to school in person and 
see our parents back on campus. We will 
continue to take the necessary precautions 
to keep everyone safe and prepared for all 
that the new school year might bring. We 
will make it the best year possible.

Until we can be together in person, be well.

best,
Timothy 

IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE we are nearing the end of the school year. 
As we have worked our way through the highs and lows of this school 
year, I continue to be amazed at the resiliency of our students and the 
fortitude of our parents. I am especially thankful for the time, energy, 
patience and dedication shown by our outstanding faculty and staff—to 
whom we dedicate this issue. In a world turned upside-down, they still 
chose JOY, as you’ll see on page 8, “Heard in the Halls.” CONTRIBUTORS: Jessica Abell, Andrew Atkins, Elizabeth Bran, Erin Bronson, 

Kimberly Callaway, Katy Simmons-Carroll, Mandy Crane, Will Crosby ’22,  
Mary Catharine Davis, Iris Delahoussaye ’22, Sofia Delahoussaye ’24, Tom Densford, 
Nathan Dumser, Smith Ferguson ‘97, Timothy Gibson, Lev Hills ’24, Taylor Jolley, 
LeAnne Ricketson, Owen Hewitt ’21, Jamez Jordan ’23, Sarah Lin, Ashley Lott,  
Emily Metz, Chris Miller, Emily Morrison, Jovon Patterson-Jordan, Chris Patterson, 
Agnes Quiggle ’96, Kewan Randolph ’24, Dr. Margaret Robertson, Rene Sallee,  
Kasi Schulz ’09, Marianne Simmons, Danielle Taylor, Tricia Thomas,  
Bruce Timmons, Juliet Wagner ‘99, Addison Walker, Joe Walters ’22, Jean Wolaver  

Special thanks to Hudd Byard for taking our stories and photos and turning them 
into a beautiful showpiece that highlights the very best of our school.
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“A lot of things we would normally do to 
connect across campuses were limited,” Fer-
guson said. “But there were also opportuni-
ties to connect virtually that we wouldn’t have 
done or been able to do otherwise.”

Ferguson set out to bring traditional St. 
George’s experiences into the digital land-
scape. Quickly, he created a united virtual 
chapel on Wednesdays, a previously cam-
pus-specific activity. In this new format, 
senior prefects from the Collierville cam-
pus led Zoom discussions with middle and 
elementary school students. This created 
an opportunity for student leadership while 
simultaneously providing normalcy through 
the continuation of a tenured tradition.

“Virtual chapel created a way to connect 
students across campuses on a weekly ba-
sis,” Ferguson said. “Given our three-campus 
model, that would have been especially chal-
lenging if we were holding chapel in-person.”

He also leaned into existing student proj-
ects, inviting students to participate in Spe-

cialized Independent Study (SIS) projects 
sponsored by members of the class of ‘21. 
Several students planned outdoor projects, 
creating safe, outdoor opportunities to gather 
students at our unique Collierville campus. 
Their plans vary – from animal tending to 
recreational activity development – but each 
allows students to explore new activities with 
peers from each SGIS campus.

“Some of the student driven projects center 
around building connections while staying 

socially distant, like one student who designed 
a disc golf course around campus,” Ferguson 
said. “Some students are working on making 
additional fishing locations around one of the 
campus lakes as their project. One student is 
working on the chicken coop, as they’ll have 
chickens back in the spring.” 

One of the most popular forms of connec-
tion was developed late in the fall of 2020. 
Ferguson knew that St. George’s had ample 
outdoor trails, ponds, and lakes that could 
serve as the perfect common ground for 
shared student experiences. He worked with 
students to create two cohorts – one for fish-
ing, one for trail biking. Weekly, depending 
upon the weather, students and faculty come 
together and get out into nature. Parents are 
invited to join as well! Through joint explo-
ration, conducted at a safe social distance, 
community members from all campuses 
have the opportunity to meet, get active, 
learn new skills, and appreciate the stellar 
outdoor environment our Collierville campus 
boasts. The event has grown increasingly 
popular, garnering excellent attendance and 
rave reviews. 

“We’re hoping to grow and evolve our out-
door programming, offering skills-building 
beyond fishing that spans into survival skills 
and general outdoor knowledge,” Ferguson 
said. “This will grow and evolve, as our biking 
and fishing programs already have.”

With warm weather and new opportunities 
around the corner, there is no doubt that Fer-
guson will find new, creative ways to foster 
connections safely.   

Making Connections 
Six Feet Apart
HUMAN CONNECTION is an essential part of the human experience, 
and learning how to thoughtfully and empathetically build those 
connections is at the heart of a St. George’s education. Our three-
campus model has worked to facilitate this work – until physical 
distance was required and our students, teachers, and families could  
no longer convene safely. 

Fine-tuning a virtual educational experience was a significant 
component of our 2020 work. Knowing that academic learning is only 
one facet of a well-rounded student experience, leadership tasked 
members of our team with other unique missions: continuing to provide 
an arts education, supporting physical development through athletics, 
and creating memorable celebrations for students who achieved 
milestones. Smith Ferguson, our Director of Student Connections, was 
tasked with forging student connections across campuses. 

St. George’s 
is the 
perfect place 
for our kids 
to grow and 
learn, and 
the sense of 
community 
really sets 
it apart. It’s 
our home 
away from 
home!
– Lower School Parent

WALLACE PEELER ‘33

By Communications Staff
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The group has such camaraderie, unified 
in the shared experience of making music, 
that it’s hard to imagine a time when it didn’t 
exist. At the end of the 2020 school year, 
sophomore Jamez Jordan was the only male 
amongst a sea of female voices in our upper 
school choir. The idea for a Men’s Chorus 
started simply as a clever attempt to get 
more males to join their voices. 

“There’s not a huge culture of male singers 
in our school, so I thought a males-only class 
might be less intimidating and more inter-
esting,” said choir teacher, Nathan Dumser. 
“I threw out a bunch of fishing lines to see 
who would show up. I just wanted to get 
them through the door so they could start 
singing and having fun. Most people think 
they can’t sing well. It’s up to me to show 
them they can.” 

In a recruitment email last spring, Dumser 
painted a vivid picture of “a group of confi-
dent men standing tall, singing proudly, pro-
ducing a strong, resonant and vibrant sound, 
bearing a sense of pride and belonging, expe-

riencing the joy of making mu-
sic, tackling the challenge of 
developing a  skill, sharing 
an unmistakable energy and 
special camaraderie.” 

The strategy worked. Six 
adventurous male students, 
two with no prior experience, 
took a shot on Mr. Dumser 
and his Men’s Chorus. 

“Recruiting can sometimes 
be an uphill battle,” said Dum-
ser. “The interest is there, but 
these kids take so many rigor-
ous academic classes, sched-
uling can be a challenge.”

While recruiting may yield 
initial results, developing tal-
ent only happens with the 
right blend of care, guidance, and expertise. 

Not only is the Men’s Chorus growing, but 
the Middle School’s Gryphons Choir and the 
Upper School’s St. George’s Singers have each 
doubled in size since Dumser joined our com-

“I hear stories about Jamez singing away as 
they’re about to start a play and his coaches 
are yelling at him to focus,” Dumser laughed. 

Freshman Lev Hills has played sports in 
the past but has decided to focus more on 
writing and recording his own music. Junior 
Joe Walters and freshman Kewan Randolph 
have been singing since middle school.

“I love bringing students together from all 
different backgrounds,” said Dumser. “It demon-
strates one of our school’s biggest strengths…
that anyone can take a risk and stretch their 
capacity for learning something new.”

COVID has brought challenges as well as 
surprising opportunities. When last year’s 
annual Spring Concert was canceled, Dumser 
and Artist-in-Residence Tom Link got creative, 
collaborating on a virtual concert video, “Will 
the Circle Be Unbroken,” which was viewed 
more than 6,000 times on social media.

“Tom and I were thrilled with how well the 
video turned out,” said Dumser. “It was un-
imaginably difficult on the students. They had 
to learn everything on their own and record 
themselves with good audio and lighting. 
And the post-production nearly did us all 
in,” Dumser said with a laugh. 

Recently, the two collaborated on a series 
of music videos by the 7th Grade Choir, the 
St. George’s Singers, and the Men’s Chorus, 
earning 25,000 views combined. Dumser 

shares that joining forces with Link and his 
American Music Ensemble was part of what 
lured him to St. George’s in the first place. 

“Together, I knew we could create some 
really unique sounds and offer students even 
more opportunities to explore their interests. 
Owen and Will wanted to play guitar on the 
‘Coney Island’ video and I wanted to make it 
happen. I thought, ‘They’ve got this talent…
let’s use it.’ 

While Dumser worked with the students 
on their vocals, Tom stepped in to work with 
them on their music.

“I love all of the positive energy around 
this group and I hope ‘Coney Island’ plants 
a seed for others,” Dumser continued. “I’m 
excited about the way all of the choirs are 

St. George’s  
Men’s Chorus

AGAINST THE BACKDROP of the indoor baseball facility, where you 
might expect to hear the ping of metal bats, you can instead hear 
the ring of harmony in the air. The facility, which opens entirely on 
one side, is one of the few covered places on campus that meets the 
CDC’s guidelines for singing during the COVID year. So, before 
the Gryphons baseball team takes it over after school, the first-ever 
St. George’s Men’s Chorus puts the space to another use. With 
perfect weather blessing the day, I joined the group in their open air 
recording space and listened as they laid down tracks for a new song, 
“Night Changes” by One Direction, each taking a turn at the face 
mask-covered mic.

munity in 2018. In three short years, the choirs 
have grown from 15 Middle School and 12 Up-
per School students to more than 30 students 
in each choir, although COVID restrictions 
prompted a handful to drop the class.

In 2019, Dumser led the St. George’s 
Singers to a “sweepstakes” finish at a choral 
festival, which qualified them for the state 
championship. They were one of only six 
out of 40 competitors to receive “superior” 
ratings from all four judges. Sadly, the state 
championship was canceled due to COVID.

Despite this year’s restrictions, Dumser is 
aiming just as high with the Men’s Chorus. 

“They all have the talent and com-
mitment,” said Dumser. “I look forward 
to seeing what they can do with it.”

“Mr. Dumser is everything you 
could want in a teacher,” said senior 
Owen Hewitt. “He’s personable, fun, 
and he’s really passionate about what 
he does. I love blazing a trail and 
developing a dynamic that will hope-
fully stick around for years to come.” 

Junior Will Crosby agreed, “It’s pret-
ty cool to be the guinea pigs for this 
new class and have it work out so well. 
Mr. Dumser does a great job of making 
it enjoyable and fun. I have learned so 
much more than I thought I would.”

The group is as versatile and 
unexpected as their voices. Owen 
spends the majority of his time serv-

ing as the co-editor of the school newspaper, 
and Will plays lacrosse and golf. Jamez, the 
most experienced of the group, is a talented 
actor as well as a defensive lineman on the 
Gryphons football team. 

By Lainie Crose, Director of Communications

— A New Sound in Town!

singing right now, I just hate that we can’t 
perform for anyone. Live performances are 
so much better when you hear the blend of 
sounds that naturally exist in a room…it’s 
just amazing. They sound so great together.”

The Men’s Chorus will lose Owen when 
he graduates in the spring, but the others 
say they’ll be back next year and are busy 
putting out feelers to recruit more singers. 

“I look forward to seeing new faces in the 
fall,” said Will. 

“I’m all in,” confirmed Jamez.   

Look for the Spring Concert  
video series in May.

Jamez Jordan ‘23, Nathan Dumser (in background)

Scan the QR code  

to view SGIS  

music videos

(L to R): Owen Hewitt ’21, Jamez 

Jordan ’23, Will Crosby ’22, Joe 

Walters ’22, Nathan Dumser
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summer
at St. George s‘

sgis.org/summer

Athletics  |  Gymnastics  |  STEM  |  Woods & Water  |  Robotics  |  ACT Prep  |  Jazz and Jam  |  Pottery Video Game Design  |  Sewing  |  Chess  |  BattleBots  |  Cooking  |  and more!

Full-day & half-day camps          
Mix and match for full day coverage        

  Drop-ins welcome          
Early care available

Heard in the Halls

What surprised  
you in a positive way 
this year?

TRICIA THOMAS , Admissions — I get to do 

carpool every morning to check Magnus apps 

and I absolutely love getting face time with 

every family, rather than phone and email. I will 

definitely continue to work carpool after COVID. 

MARIANNE SIMMONS , Testing Coordina-

tor — Because they sit outside my window, I’ve 

been struck by how quickly the senior boys 

adapted so quickly to adverse circumstances 

by circling their lawn chairs at lunch in a wagon 

wheel formation. It symbolizes brotherhood to 

me. They set a great example!

LEANNE RICKETSON , US English, 10th grade 

level dean — Returning to child-like play has 

been an unexpected bonus of the COVID year. 

Each grade level had ping-pong, ring toss, foot-

balls, frisbees, etc. to entertain them outside 

during lunch. The senior boys have a daily kick-

ball game that has become pretty competitive 

and the junior girls have a parking lot soccer 

game going on. It’s just cute to see these big 

kids coming in from lunch, sweating and trying 

to catch their breath from playing so hard.

MARY CATHARINE DAVIS , MS History — Al-

though outdoor lesson plans are nothing new at 

SGIS, there’s been a renewed push this year. My 

sixth graders had a great time learning outside 

(mask free!) during our compass reading map 

literacy lesson. 

ELIZABETH BRAN , US Counseling — I’ve 

noticed a new level of support shown by our 

faculty and staff. Despite the extra hours they 

are putting in, they still show up for each other 

and find creative ways to care for each other. 

Even our students have shown their appreci-

ation for all the things teachers have done for 

them this year. 

ASHLEY LOTT , MS/US Mathematics — I cannot 

wait for my students to work together in groups 

again. I love to watch students interact and 

discuss problems while working with their group 

members. Oftentimes, students end up teaching 

their peers who may not understand a task. If 

they can teach it, then they truly understand it!

CHRIS MILLER , MS History — I think it has 

been an incredible year, despite the challenges. 

The prospect of eating lunch outside everyday 

seemed daunting at first, but they adapted al-

most immediately. I love seeing older students 

playing some of the same games they played in 

Middle School, and with just as much enthusi-

asm! The best thing was the support and flexi-

bility given to teachers by the administration. St. 

George’s is truly a family.

SMITH FERGUSON , Student Connections — I 

love all of the student interest in SGGO this year. 

We’ve had more outdoor events than ever before, 

including mountain biking through the Collierville 

Campus trails, fishing on Bulldog pond, hiking our 

sandy beaches, fire building (with marshmallows 

and hot chocolate of course), and trailblazing. 

It has been gratifying to see so many students 

wanting to get involved in the program.  

What do you look most 
forward to post COVID?

BRUCE TIMMONS , US Math and Economics 

— I will be extraordinarily happy to have all 

students back together in one room. Nothing 

beats in-person, hands-on learning. 

KIMBERLY CALLAWAY , US Mathematics — I 

look forward to seeing big smiles, putting my 

students back in table groups, and having them 

race to the board to work math problems.

MANDY CRANE , SK — I look forward to 

having tables back in my classroom so students 

can collaborate and learn from one another. We 

will also be able to play more games, again, to 

practice new skills. 

ERIN BRONSON , LS Wellness — I cannot wait 

to high five my students as they walk in the 

door wearing a smile. 

SARAH LIN , 1st Grade — I most look forward 

to socializing with other faculty members during 

the school day post-COVID.  Right now, we are 

all sort of stuck in our own space.  I miss seeing 

my friends and socializing!  I’m also looking for-

ward to my classroom looking “normal” again – 

with the kids sitting at tables, being able to read 

a story with the children sitting close to me, etc.

Smith Ferguson, Director of  

Student Connections 
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Gryphon Athletics  
Expands into 
Lower School
ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION is an 
integral part of the St. George’s experience. 
More than ninety percent of our middle and 
high school students play at least one sport. 
In both the classroom and on the field, St. 
George’s students build character, embrace 
teamwork, and develop a passion for the 
pursuit of excellence. 

There are many reasons why students play 
sports: for the camaraderie, for the challenge, 
and to step outside their comfort zones. 
Whatever the reason, St. George’s knows that 
sports provide an opportunity to instill deter-
mination, sportsmanship, and commitment 
from a young age. That’s why, after years of 
thoughtful planning and consideration, St. 
George’s is adding robust athletic program-
ming to our Lower School campuses for the 
2021-22 school year. Students in first through 
fifth grades can now grow their skills through 
a variety of seasonal sports.

Andrew Atkins, St. George’s Sports Infor-
mation Director, is working with a parent and 
faculty committee to fully design and imple-
ment the program with the support of Head of 
School Timothy Gibson. The program plans 
to offer basketball, lacrosse, cheerleading, 
football, soccer, and more to students in first 
through fifth grades on schedule with the 
traditional sports seasons. The exact roster 
of offerings will be determined by family 
participation surveys.

“Overall, there is a whole lot of enthusi-
asm about this throughout the lower school,” 
said Memphis campus parent Jovon Pat-
terson-Jordan when asked about the new 
program. “We are all really excited.”

“This gives kids the opportunity to dis-
cover what it is they’re interested in,” Patter-

son-Jordan continued. “They may not know 
which sport they want to try, but this allows 
them to see what the possibilities are.”

Teams will span both Lower School cam-
puses, with practices occurring at each facil-
ity. This cross-campus collaboration allows 
students to connect with peers beyond their 
classrooms and create a sense of community. 
Camaraderie built through Lower School 
sports will benefit the entire St. George’s 
community as students transition to the Col-
lierville campus for sixth grade.

“This new athletic program will build cross 
campus connections between Memphis and 

Germantown students,” said Germantown 
campus parent Jean Wolaver. “Additionally, it 
will amplify the sense of community among 
the parents of those campuses, too, as we’ll all 
know one another from sitting in the stands 
and cheering together.”

St. George’s is committed to the physical, 
mental, and emotional development of our 
students. By adding athletics to the Lower 
School’s offerings, the school hopes to further 
enrich their lives and encourage their connec-
tions both to the school and to one another.

“St. George’s renewed focus on Lower 
School athletics will create long-term success 
for the school and the broader communi-
ty,” said Germantown campus parent Chris 
Patterson. “This programming will not only 
strengthen the ties between the students 
and families but it will also deepen their 
connection to the school.”  

By Communications Staff

I am so thankful  
St. George’s emphasizes 
“real world” skills in 
addition to traditional 
curriculum. Although 
my son is only in JK,  
I can’t wait until it’s his 
turn to give his speech. 
Public speaking is such 
a critical skill.
– Lower School Parent

AVA JONES ‘32

Students (L to R): Hank Maki ‘31,  

Kathryn Robertson ‘32, Cooper Wagner ‘29 

(Gryphon), Wilkes Ricketson ‘33,  

Ellie Dahlgren ‘34
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ONLINE EDUCATION, especially at the 
university level, has been available for nearly 
a decade. But widespread virtual learning, es-
pecially that enacted across entire school sys-
tems at the primary grade levels, was unheard 
of until March 2020. Necessity mandated that 
educators shift traditional practices overnight 
to finish the final weeks of the 2019-20 school 
year. As students logged off for the summer, 
educators at St. George’s dug in to answer the 
community’s most pressing question – what 
will the 2020-21 school year look like?

After surveying families, it 
was clear there was demand 
for both a return to campus 
and the continuation of vir-
tual learning. This led the St. 
George’s team to design a 
hybrid learning model that 
allowed students of every 
division to learn together, 
whether in-person or remote. 

For David and Rene Sal-
lee, the virtual learning option best fit their 
comfort level. Their daughter, Elena ‘26, has 
been learning remotely alongside her Mid-
dle School peers for the entire school year. 
Initially, Rene had lingering questions about 
the technical logistics of a hybrid learning 
model. Would her daughter be able to see 
and hear everything she needed to grasp aca-

demic concepts? Would their at-home equip-
ment support all of Elena’s programming and 
broadcasting needs? Within a few weeks of 
the semester’s start, her worries disappeared. 

“I was pleasantly surprised by how smoothly 
virtual learning has gone,” Rene said. “It’s almost 
like she’s sitting in the back of her classrooms. 
It doesn’t feel as disconnected as some of the 
virtual learning experiences we’ve learned about 

in other school districts.”
The hybrid model — placing 

virtual students in classrooms 
with in-person peers — has 
contributed to a sense of both 
community and shared learn-
ing experiences. Rather than 
working with a virtual educa-
tor in a virtual classroom full 
of other virtual students, St. 
George’s online learners par-

ticipate in live classes. They can pose questions 
in real-time, interact with their classmates during 
discussions, and participate in group projects 
alongside a mix of in-person and virtual peers.

“During breakout sessions in class, students 
do a great job connecting, almost as if they were 
sitting right next to each other,” Rene said. “I 
hear them bouncing ideas off of each other…

it’s a true collaborative learning environment.”
The success of St. George’s transition to 

virtual learning in spring 2020 gave Steven 
and Emily Morrison confidence in their deci-
sion to keep their three daughters – Hannah 
Grace ‘23, Isabella ‘25, and Alma ‘27 – at home 
for the 2020-21 school year. 

“I am really happy they are in the same class 
[sections] they would be if they were in school,” 
Emily said. “If we sent them to school, they 
would just be able to join their same classes 
in person. It would be a smooth transition.” 

While parents across the country are wit-
nessing learning delays and educational laps-
es, St. George’s parents have peace of mind 
that their child’s education is uncompromised 
and they can freely make decisions based on 
their family’s needs and circumstances. Hav-
ing a choice – one that doesn’t require parents 
to sacrifice educational, social, or emotional 
wellness – is exceptionally valuable. 

“When I compare our virtual learning ex-
perience to those of our friends and family 
across the country, their online school is so 
different,” Emily said. “I appreciate that St. 
George’s has a fluid process that allows the 
kids to learn right along with their in-person 
peers. I’m just so grateful for our experience.” 

Students 
Engage 
Through 
Hybrid 
Learning
By Communications Staff

Elena Sallee ‘26

11 
State Champs 
since 2006

collegiate athletes 
from class of 2021

32,300+ books in 
3 campus libraries

zip codes 
representing student body

223 

Facts and stats 
2020-21

pairs of shoes 
donated to 
the Water 
Step Shoe 
Project

1,916 

Tennessee High 
School Press 
Association 
Awards, including 
website design 

collegiate 
athletes since 
2006

student participants in the Institute 
for Citizenship since inception in 2010

AP students 
earned 3, 4, 
or 5 on AP 
exams

180
published 5th grade authors since 2016 

Since 2006 - 1256  graduates attended 
231 schools in 41 states, Washington DC, 
Scotland, Canada, and the UK

11

29 
26 
Individual 
State 
Championships

75
46

117 
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Gryphons at the  
top of their field
Congratulations to our 11 student-athletes 
who signed national letters of intent to con-
tinue their athletic careers at the college or 
university of their choice. Congrats on reach-
ing the next level! Pictured (from L to R): Kym 
Young, Allison Newman, Livi Tanzer, Maddie 
Bishop, Nora Burton, Ethan Payne, Carsten 
Haddad, Walker Stearns (Not Pictured: Stu-
art Young, Anna Marie Mayes, Josh Taube)

•   LIVI TANZER will take her soccer talents to 
Gardner Webb University. 

•   WALKER STEARNS will hit the courts  
on the University of Mississippi men’s  
tennis team. 

•   State champion ALLISON NEWMAN will 
cross the finish line for the University of 
Missouri’s cross country team. 

•   NORA BURTON will be scoring goals as a 
member of Lee University’s soccer team. 

•   MADDIE BISHOP will kick it up a notch at 
The University of Mississippi’s soccer team. 

•   ETHAN PAYNE will take another lap when 
he joins Queens University of Charlotte’s 
swimming team. 

•   STUART YOUNG will play another down at 
University of Dayton on the football team. 

•   CARSTEN HADDAD will be kickin’ it at 
Wofford College playing soccer. 

•   KYM YOUNG will set herself up for success 
playing volleyball at Rhodes College. 

•   ANNA MARIE MAYES (our first collegiate  
equestrian!) will be ready to jump into 
equestrian at Auburn University. 

•   JOSH TAUBE (our first collegiate  
wrestler!) will head to the mat at 
Campbellsville University.

of a two-year course of study at Sewanee 
through the Alternative Clergy Training 
program and a fall internship at Grace St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church under the Rev. Ollie 
V. Rencher. Typically, deacons are called, 
prepared, and educated for service ministry. 

 Jessica works in tandem with our other 
chaplains to ensure that spiritual life is a 
vibrant and integral part of each school day. 
Her ordination process came about through 
her work at St. George’s for the past 14 years. 
Congratulations, Jessica! St. George’s is 
proud of your commitment to the spiritual 
life of our community. GRYPHON STORYTIME

In November, Lower School families began re-
ceiving monthly emails featuring Upper School 
students and administrators reading favorite 
childhood books, whose characters emulate 
the ideals found in our Portrait of a Graduate. 
Head of School Timothy Gibson kicked off 
Gryphon Storytime with A Rainbow of Friends. 

“Storytime is such an intimate part of a 
family’s daily life. I loved the idea of con-
necting our amazing older students with 
our younger ones for a special monthly sto-
rytime,” explained Farrell. 

“The book club has grown so much since 
we started,” said Farrell. “It’s been so much 
fun!” Interested in joining? Email Maggie 
Murff at mmurff@sgis.org to join. 

Lights, camera, action!
Lights, camera, action! For the second time 
this school year, the show went on. The Middle 
School play, Law & Order: Fairy Tale Unit, which 
explored “crimes” committed by nursery rhyme 

and fairy tale characters, opened to 
a sold-out, in-person crowd. Crowd 
size was limited to 60 people and 
masks were required. Cast and 
crew wore clear masks to allow 
audience members to see facial ex-
pressions. Additionally, more than 
50 people tuned in via livestream 
to support the Gryphon Players. 

ZOOMing into the 
record books! 
March 1, 2020 - March 1, 2021

MEETINGS:  60,486 
MEETING MINUTES:  12,655,235 
PARTICIPANTS:  490,136

to paint a nativity scene. Participants pulled 
together the necessary paint and tools and 
watched the video to paint their own creations. 

“We’re so encouraged by the support we’ve 
received from everyone in the SGIS com-
munity,” Farrell said. “We want our events 
to appeal to different interests and give our 
community many opportunities to connect 
with each other.”

BOOK CLUB
In October, the PA started a 
monthly Virtual Book Club for 
avid readers in our commu-
nity, reading a wide range of 
genres, including bestselling 
books like Where the Craw-
dads Sing, Killers of the Flower 
Moon and The Invisible Life of 
Addie LaRue. 

In the News

Furthering our 
Episcopal Mission
Jessica Abell, our Director of Spiritual Life 
and Head Chaplain, will be ordained this 
May as a vocational deacon in the Episcopal 
Church. Her ordination is the culmination 

Father Rencher has also joined the St. 
George’s Board of Trustees. In addition to 
sitting on the St. George’s board, he current-
ly serves as the president of the Standing 
Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of West 
Tennessee and sits on the board of Grace-St. 
Luke’s Episcopal School and BRIDGES, Inc. 
Welcome Father Rencher! 

Parents Association 
Events

What do virtual storytimes, Where the 
Crawdads Sing and paint parties have in 
common? They’re all events hosted by the 
Parents Association! In a year of social dis-
tancing and sheltering in place, PA Cross 
Campus Chair Hailey Farrell worked overtime 
to create fun, cross campus events to keep our 
community together virtually even though 
we were oftentimes far apart.

PAINT PARTY
Parents were in for a special treat when re-
nowned local artist (and SGIS Art Show par-
ticipant) Hart Quinn held a virtual paint party. 
Quinn gave step-by-step instructions on how 
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There’s no 
better feeling 
than seeing your 
child smiling 
(through the 
mask!) in 
carpool. Against 
all odds, this 
year has been 
amazing and I 
know, without 
a doubt, that 
my child is 
academically 
prepared for the 
upcoming year. 
– Middle School Parent 

JEREMIAH BOGGAN ‘25

AT ST. GEORGE’S, art is an opportunity 
that allows our students the chance to reflect 
– on their decisions, on what is important to 
them, and on how they perceive the world. 
It is through reflection that individuals can 
form connections and create meaning. Here 
at SG, art is not about the product, but the 
process. And the artists are all of us, not just 
those with natural gifts or raw talents. 

St. George’s artist-in-residence Katy Sim-
mons-Carroll’s goal is to guide her students 
towards finding meaning in art while helping 
them develop in their own artistry. To do 
so, she focuses heavily on themed projects 
that build connections and incorporates 
mini-projects that promote technical skills 
development. 

Ultimately, she wants her students to 
create pieces that they personally connect 
to, that give the world a glimpse into their 
outlooks on life, and that provide insight 
into who they are as people. Drawing inspi-
ration from the world around her and using 
two mediums – molding clay and still-life 
paintings – Simmons-Carroll set out to help 
her students connect to their art through a 
project inspired by the Empathy Museum’s 
“A Mile In My Shoes” exhibit in the United 
Kingdom. This traveling shoe display, shaped 
like a shoebox, is an audio-visual experience 
where various narrators share their life stories 
while patrons view their shoes. The museum’s 
purpose is to build connections between 
people and art, drawing an appreciation for 
the lived experiences of others, especially 
those different from one’s self. 

To create a similar experience, Sim-
mons-Carroll asked her students to walk 
a proverbial mile in the shoes of a chosen 

subject. Following research and thoughtful re-
flection, students created a life size, three-di-
mensional replica of their subjects’ shoes 
using clay. After they molded the shoes, they 
shared with the class what they had learned. 

“One student chose to highlight a person 
they knew who served in the U.S. Military,” 
explained Simmons-Carroll, “so their clay 
depicted a worn military boot.”

The storytelling that went into the stu-
dents’ work produced projects that went 
beyond the clay’s surface, teaching them 
lessons in empathy and human compassion 
by exploring and modeling the experiences 
of others.

Recently, students have begun a unit on 
Portraiture, a seemingly traditional art unit, 
but with the unique twist of play added by 
Simmons-Carroll. This mini-project is called 
“Hands at Play” and draws upon the previ-
ously learned skill of creating skin tones 

A fresh 
outlook  
on art

using primary colors as well as an earlier 
study of the bone and muscle structure of 
the hands. Along the way, students will cre-
ate shadow puppets, take photographs to 
reference during sketching, and experiment 
with complimentary color schemes using 
cool colors in the shadows and warm colors 
in the light of an acrylic painting. The unit 
culminates in a Portrait Project in which stu-
dents are encouraged to play with a variety 
of media in an experimental way, using paint, 
collage, and spray paint stenciling, amongst 
other options.

Meaningful artwork is artwork that is con-
ceptually strong and rich with personal touch-
es. Simmons-Carroll explains that through 
her quest to teach her students how to create 
meaningful artwork, they have become not 
only stronger artists but stronger people.

“Sure, you can have a drawing that is tech-
nically perfect, but if it doesn’t mean anything, 
it’s hard to connect to it,” said Simmons-Car-
roll. “I want to teach my students how to make 
artwork that not only means something but 
contains a part of themselves.” 

By Communications Staff

Kaitlyn Cutchin ‘25 doing the hand puppets.
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“FAKE NEWS” and “cancel culture” are 
hot phrases these days. The limitations of free 
speech and the responsibilities of members 
of our media as related to the security of our 
democracy, however, are issues as old as our 
country itself. The rules both change and stay 
the same, so how is one to know what to trust, 
who to believe, and whether any of it is real?   

St. George’s prepares our students to enter 
the world informed and equipped to respond 
to culture. There are few issues more con-
temporary than the evolution of journalism 
and the role social media is playing in soci-
etal shifts. Our students today will soon be 
civically engaged adults and professionals, 
responsible for developing and acting on 
their own opinions. 

In three Upper School courses at St. George’s 
– Media Literacy, AP Government and Politics, 
and AP English Language and Composition 
– our students are having these critical conver-
sations and honing their discernment skills to 
prepare them for this task. 

Dr. Margaret Robertson teaches her media 
literacy students how our brains naturally seek 
out information that validates our beliefs. Media 
and social media algorithms cater 
to this psychological truth, serving 
us information that confirms rather 
than challenges our opinions. In 
class, students combat this regu-
larly by reviewing headlines across 
news websites, doing the difficult 
work of comparing and contrasting 
how varied outlets cover the same story. 

“My students, regardless of what they be-
lieve personally about a story, quickly get to 
a place where they can look at stories across 

a spectrum of sites and identify neutrality, 
notice trends in tone and call out the way 
individual stories are framed differently,” 
she said. “They’re learning about journalistic 
ethics, what makes a source credible, and how 

we have to make choices about the 
news we consume and trust.”

Through her course, Dr. Rob-
ertson breaks down the enormous 
conglomerate that is the “media.” 
Students learn about the role jour-
nalism plays in democracy, figure 
out how to identify bias and propa-

ganda, delve into the right to free speech and a 
free press, and examine the role of a journalist 
in society as well as the ethical standards those 
journalists are expected to uphold. As they work 

Fact or Fiction:  
Teaching the Ethics 
of Journalism

through each unit, Doc Rob, as the students 
affectionately call her, watches the young minds 
in her charge develop as independent thinkers. 

“It’s amazing to watch them take in new 
information and different perspectives then 
apply that to their own beliefs,” she said. “We 
have meaningful conversations about what 
they believe, and I help them process how you 
can consider new information as valid without 
necessarily changing your stance on an issue.”

The Delahoussaye sisters, Iris ‘22 and Sofia 
‘24, both take the thought-provoking class. 
“This class has taught me how to identify 
different types of biases and different struc-
tures that could allow for bias and now that I 
know about that, it’s a lot easier to understand 
how something is biased versus just believ-

Where did you attend college? 

Indiana University

Where do you live? How long have you 

lived abroad? 

Berlin, Germany. I’ve been in Berlin for 

about 7 years. Before moving to Berlin, I 

lived in Prague for almost 2 years.

What do you do professionally? 

I lead an HR team at a software company.

Which teacher had the greatest impact  

on you? Why? 

John Covington (which should be no 

surprise to anyone who knew me in high 

school!). Working on the yearbook, which Mr. 

Covington sponsored, helped me build a lot 

of confidence. Besides that, Covington was 

always supportive, took time to listen to me, 

and offered great advice.

How did you end up living abroad? 

I decided to study abroad for a full year in 

my junior year of college and it’s all history 

from there.

What’s something cool you’d want people 

to know about where you live? 

My local park is the former Tempelhof 

Airport, which was the site of the Berlin 

Airlift. It was converted to a huge park and 

now you can walk, skate, and ride bikes on 

the runways.

Are there any places you’d encourage 

members of the St. George’s community to 

absolutely travel to? If so, please share. 

Naples, Italy for the pizza!

What advice would you give to St. 

George’s students or young alumni today? 

Do things and go places that take you out 

of your comfort zone. St. George’s offers a 

lot of opportunities for getting out of your 

comfort zone, so take advantage of them!

KASI SCHULZ ’09

ing that all media is biased somehow so you 
should ignore it,” says Iris, with Sofia adding, 
“It teaches you to avoid blanket statements 
and how perspective can change everything 
and so you need to look at different sides of 
something to get a full picture.”

This discussion also comes into play in 
Robertson’s AP English Language and Com-
position course. Throughout the curriculum, 
students learn how to compose arguments, 
state cases, and clearly articulate why you 
hold the belief you hold. One of the benefits of 
the coursework, according to Dr. Robertson, is 
that students are encouraged to take nuanced 
stances that acknowledge the credible points 
that both sides bring to the table. 

Supreme Court cases – like Shank vs. United 
States or Brandenburg vs. Ohio – and trace 
the impact that those rulings have on our 
modern interpretation of the Constitution. 

“All of our discussions are framed around 
precedent,” Metz said. “I’ll often ask ‘What 
has the Supreme Court said on this?’ to get 
students in the habit of considering how 
precedent impacts modern-day rulings.”

Their discussions around the Bill of Rights, 
impactful figures in political history, civil lib-
erties, and other critical American issues are 
enhanced by this habit. The students come 
to understand that what they may have once 
viewed simply as American history actually 
drives decisions that are made today and in-
fluences those that will be made in the future, 
perhaps even by them in their future roles 
as lawyers, judges, politicians, or lobbyists! 

This skill development is critically import-
ant as they start to digest the news around 
them. Students enrolled in this year’s course 
alone have witnessed the appointment of 
Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court, 
an impeachment trial, a contested presiden-
tial election, and the storming of the Capi-
tol. Rather than approaching conversations 
around these contentious topics with emotion 
and personal perspective, they have been 
trained to consider whether or not they fall 
within the parameters outlined by the Con-
stitution and precedents set by judiciaries 
and legislators of the past.

“My founding philosophy as an educator 
is that all students should be able to have the 
opportunity to explore civics education and 
AP courses,” Metz exlained. “It is absolutely 
crucial that students enter adulthood and 
voting with an understanding of the process.”

These three courses and the conversations 
they inspire are incredibly valuable as our stu-
dents develop into adults. We believe that our 
students will one day be thoughtful decision 
makers, active civic participants, and driv-
ers of cultural changes. With the knowledge 
and skills gained in these three courses, they 
are undoubtedly better equipped to uncov-
er truth, accept new information, reflect on 
history, and make informed decisions. The 
future is indeed bright with these Gryphons 
on the horizon! 

By Communications Staff

“In composing 
their arguments, 
students 
often find an 
opportunity to 
give the other 
side something, to 
concede a point”

Alumni 
Spotlight

“In composing their arguments, students 
often find an opportunity to give the oth-
er side something, to concede a point,” Dr. 
Robertson said. “To say your opposition has 
something good in their argument can be 
really useful. I think it’s the most transfor-
mative thing a student can do.”

Across the hall, Emily Metz is opening her 
pocket-sized Constitution, encouraging stu-
dents to consider this foundational American 
document and how it applies today. In her AP 
Government and Politics class, which she en-
courages all students to take, students are chal-
lenged to apply history to the modern world. 

As they walk through American history 
through the lens of governmental develop-
ment and evolution, students learn about the 
ways that politics and our everyday lives are 
interconnected. They look carefully at historic 

Emily Metz, Upper School History Teacher

Scan the QR code 

to view other 

alumni profiles
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St. George’s 
offers a first-
class quality 
education and 
faith-based 
community.  
I am confident 
in the decision 
we chose for 
our three 
children. 
– Lower School Parent

TIMMY NGO ‘35

WHEN ALUM Agnes Quiggle ’96 moved 
back to Memphis, there was at least one deci-
sion she knew would be quick and easy. “One 
of my first thoughts was that my kids had to 
go to St. George’s! I absolutely loved my expe-
rience and I have incredibly fond memories.” 
In addition to her junior kindergartner, Agnes 
enrolled her other son in the Little Georgies 
Infant and Early Learning program—quite a 
coup, since the wait list for Little Georgies can 
get rather lengthy. Little Georgies has come a 
long way from the childcare facility that opened 
to 20 or so faculty and staff children in 2007. 

Over the past five to 10 years, St. George’s 
administrators have worked tirelessly to ex-
pand the program for infants and toddlers 
into an early childhood education powerhouse 
program in the Greater Memphis area. “Little 
Georgies is unique. We’re not a standalone fa-
cility, but a rich early learning program that is 
unified with St. George’s,” explained Danielle 
Taylor, Director of Infant and Early Learning. 
“We are a play-based learning program that 
gently weaves developmental skills through 
daily experiences.”

Little Georgies focuses heavily on language 
and social development, two main components 
needed for prekindergarten (age three) readi-
ness. There’s also a strong emphasis on positive 
social and emotional development, which helps 
cultivate children who can self-regulate, are 
curious, and are healthy risk takers. 

Studies show that children who attend early 
childhood educational facilities, rather than 
attending traditional daycare or staying at 
home with babysitters, have higher cognitive 
and achievement scores than their peers. They 
also have less of a need for tutors and remedial 
work later in their educational journey.  

“The original Little Georgies childcare pro-
gram differed from our current early learning 

environment,” Taylor said. “Today, we’re fo-
cused on a play-based curriculum and have 
aligned with SGIS for prekindergarten read-
iness. We’re really attracting families who 
want to be part of St. George’s from infancy.”

Many of those families already had a con-
nection to St. George’s, with at least one par-
ent having attended SGIS. Currently, nine of 
the children in the program are alumni babies. 
Taylor explained why so many alumni return 
with their littles, “I think St. George’s makes 
a special imprint on our students. Something 
about this school has stayed with them and 
enriched their lives,” Taylor said. “Our unique 
experience allows alumni children to begin 
their own St. George’s journey as young as six 
weeks old. I think this is a great selling point 
for many alums—experiencing St. George’s 
from ‘rattle to tassel’ and beyond.”

Although the school focused on academic, 
Quiggle shared, “The experience went way be-
yond the classroom—to field trips, community 

involvement, and extracurricular activities. St 
George’s helps children be excited to learn and 
grow and most importantly, to have fun doing it!”

Of course, Little Georgies remains an in-
valuable resource not only for the community 
at large but also for St. George’s faculty and 
staff. Knowing their own children are thriving 
at Little Georgies enables faculty to focus 
on facilitating learning for their students. 
Juliet Wagner ‘99 and Upper School Spanish 
teacher, confirmed, “Our son loves school. He 
finishes his breakfast and says ‘school!’ and 
runs for the door each morning. We chose Lit-
tle Georgies because it is so much more than 
a daycare. It truly is a school where learning 
and having fun go hand in hand.”

Unquestionably, Little Georgies is a spe-
cial place. A coveted spot in the program 
sets children up for a lifetime of learning 
in the caring, connected community that is 
St. George’s, and of course, eventually, for 
membership in the 18-year club! 

By Laura Falls, Assistant Director  
of Communications

 Rattle to Tassle:  
A Legacy of Learning

Madison Meeks, Little Georgies  

(daughter of alum Erin Meeks ‘03)
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We are so 
thankful for 
everything 
the teachers 
at St. George’s 
have instilled 
in our boys. 
They have 
provided an 
unbeatable 
academic 
foundation 
and have 
helped mold 
them into 
the men they 
will one day 
become.
– Upper School Parent

JULIANNE HURLEY ‘24

St. George’s Annual Fund *
Gifts through the St. George’s Annual Fund 
impacts the learning experience of every 
St. George’s Student and fuels the growth 
of the school’s mission and vision. 

Carson’s Corner Emergency 
Assistance Fund ✧ *
This fund in memory of Carson  
Head ‘24, provides financial support to 
families in times of unexpected hardships 
facing difficulties.

New Family Scholarship Fund *
This scholarship is for new and deserving 
St. George students enrolling in 6th, 7th,  
or 8th grade. 

Christie & Winifred Dias Perera 
Scholarship Fund
The Christine & Winifred Dias Perera 
Scholarship Fund provides annual financial 
support to eligible students who add both 
talent and ethnic diversity to their class. 

Clergy’s Children Scholarship Fund *
The Clergy’s Children Fund provides 
financial assistance to children of 
clergy while strengthening St. George’s 
commitment to our Episcopal values and 
commitment to inclusion and faith. 

Coach Whitsitt Fund *
Established by the Klesges family this  
fund is named in memory of Coach  
William Whitsitt P’12’14 and provides  
GAP scholarships for families in need  
of tuition aid.

Judy Oakes Student Care Fund 
(Health and Wellness Fund) *
This fund named in memory of Judy 
Oakes, who deeply cared for all St. George’s 
students,  provides our campus Nurses  
with the resources needed to best care  
for our students. 

GAP Fund *
The St. George’s GAP Fund provides 
support to cover the gap between awarded 
financial aid and a family’s ability to pay.

Norris Jr. Outdoor Adventure  
Series ✧ *
The Norris McGehee Jr. Adventure Series 
established by Lauren and Norris  
McGehee Sr. ’75, and friends provides  
lower school students with the opportunity 
to experience the wonder, amazement,  
and beauty of the outdoors.

Michael Ballard Aquatic Fund *
The Michael Ballard Aquatic Fund, named 
in memory of Michael Ballard, supports  
the Compton Aquatic Center and  
related programming by St. George’s 
Independent School. 

Rebecca’s Light ✧ *
The Rebecca’s Light Fund was established 
by the Klyce family in memory of Rebecca 
Meriwether Cooper Klyce ‘12 and supports 
the Rebecca’s Light Visiting Artist program.

Taylor Scholarship Society ✧ *
To honor the former Head of School 
Bill Taylor and his family, the Taylor 
Scholarship Society provides financial  
aid for deserving students at all  
three campuses.

Clanlo Society ✧ *
In 2011, St. George’s Independent School 
announced the formation of the Clanlo 
Society, an initiative that will contribute 
to the school’s sustainability in the future 
through estate planning.

* denotes fund is currently open to new donors
✧ denotes an endowed fund 

Scholarship and 
Specialty Funds

Scan the QR 
code to view the 
complete list of 
giving funds

HUDSON WILLIAMS `22
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