
GUARDING OUR GRYPHONS
Reopening Plan 2020-2021, Part 2 



GUARDING OUR GRYPHONS: Reopening Plan 2020-2021, Part 2

TABLE OF CONTENTS

SEAMLESS APPROACH TO TEACHING AND LEARNING
Our Model
Technology
Schedule for On Campus, In-Person Learning
Schedule for Hybrid Learning
Schedule for Remote Learning
Before and Aftercare
Chapel Dress Code
Visual and Performing Arts
Wellness/Strength and Conditioning
Athletics
Recess

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Public Health Directives
SGIS Safety Protocols
Wellness Screening
Reporting an Illness
Cleaning and Hygiene
Outdoor Spaces
Use of Materials
Physical Distancing
Lockers/Cubbies
Water Fountains
Face Coverings
Group Gatherings
Visitors
Lunch PK-12
Transportation

COMMUNITY AND SUPPORT
Professional Development
Student Support
Family Partnerships

1
2
3
4
5
6
6
6
6
6
6

7
7
7
8
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
10
10
10
10

11
11
12



GUARDING OUR GRYPHONS: Reopening Plan 2020-2021, Part 2

SEAMLESS APPROACH TO TEACHING AND LEARNING 
We look forward to welcoming students on Monday, August 17. Assuming local, state and federal agencies allow 
campuses to open, our schedule is designed for an in-person, on-campus experience with all of our students on 
campus every day of the week. To allow for an ease of transition into new protocols, we will host smaller groupings 
of students via in-person attendance on Monday, August 17 and Tuesday, August 18. Information about your child’s 
attendance will be communicated by Division or Campus Directors in the final back-to-school communication.

Increased health and safety initiatives are established and described in this communication. Throughout the 
year, individual or collective circumstances may require that some or all students learn from a location other than 
in-person and on St. George’s campuses. In these instances, hybrid or remote learning will begin for grades PK-12.
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St. George's Independent School is an Episcopal school dedicated to the pursuit of excellence, preparing students 
for a life of learning and meaningful contribution in an inclusive learning community that nurtures outstanding 

academic achievement, relationships, leadership and character reinforced by Judeo-Christian values. 

OUR MISSION
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Local, state and federal agencies allow school campuses to open.

NO

HYBRID LEARNING
Should your child need to remain 
at home for an extended period of 

time, he or she moves to hybrid 
learning with remote access to live 
or recorded academic classes and 

student life opportunities. 

YES

ON CAMPUS LEARNING
Students begin the 2020-2021 

academic year on campuses 
with enhanced health and safety 

procedures. If health officials close 
schools or issue safer-at-home 

protocols, we seamlessly transition 
to REMOTE LEARNING.

REMOTE LEARNING
Remote learning blends scheduled and recorded 
academic classes and student life opportunities.

As a family, you have determined you are comfortable 
with your child(ren) returning to campus, and meet 
the health screening criteria to do so.

YES NO
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St. George’s faculty are diligently working to support on-campus, in-person learning to the greatest extent 
possible, while also providing hybrid or remote learning for those students in PK-12 who are unable to be in the 
classroom. We are dedicating a tremendous amount of resources to deliver our mission in such a way that allows 
as much response to individualized needs as possible. We recognize the challenges placed on every member of 
our community and rely on the partnership with our families to make this a success. We will provide unparalleled 
remote learning experiences, when necessary, as we did last spring.

TECHNOLOGY
St. George’s has invested heavily over the summer to provide some new tools to help deliver on our in-person, hybrid 
and remote learning experiences. Parent education opportunities to learn more about this suite of technology 
resources will be held via Zoom; dates and times will be communicated in our final back-to-school communications.
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VERACROSS: Veracross continues to be our student information system for PK-12. Here you will find 
school calendars, communications and official student grade reports.

MAGNUS MOBILE APPLICATION: Health and safety protocols call for daily health screenings to be done 
AT HOME for every student in Little Georgies through grade 12. Families will answer questions (for each 
child) and submit responses via the Magnus application. Students will undergo a second screening upon 
arrival to campus before being admitted into school buildings. 

ZOOM: St. George’s will continue to use Zoom to keep hybrid or remote learners in PK-12 visually 
connected. Zoom will also be used for larger, virtual gatherings such as chapels and assemblies. 

CANVAS LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM: This cloud-based course management system supports 
online learning and teaching. It allows teachers to post grades, information and assignments online and 
provides a streamlined pathway for students to submit their work. Canvas integrates with Veracross and 
will be available for families and students in PK-12.

SEESAW: Our youngest learners in PK-5 will have access to Seesaw to enhance online learning and 
engagement. Students can “show what they know” using photos, videos, drawings, texts, PDFs and links. 
Seesaw will streamline the submission of student work, particularly in the hybrid and remote scenarios.

CLASSROOM VIDEO CONFERENCING CAMERAS: Remote controlled video conferencing cameras 
are in classrooms across our campuses to allow teachers to simultaneously connect with students in on-
campus and remote classrooms.

INCREASED FILTER PROTECTIONS: St. George’s is adding increased filter protections, using iBoss 
Cybersecurity services, on school devices for students accessing the internet while learning at home. 

ONE-TO-ONE DEVICES IN LOWER SCHOOL: To reduce the use of shared items and support hybrid or 
remote learning, students in PK-5 will be assigned specific laptops/iPads for individual use, rather than 
using shared carts. 
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DAILY SCHEDULES FOR GRADES PK-12

ON CAMPUS/IN-PERSON LEARNING SCHEDULE
To comply with physical, six-foot distancing protocols, classroom spaces have been transformed. Ancillary 
furnishings in PK, JK and SK classrooms have been removed to provide more space. Students in grades 1-12 will be 
seated at individual desks placed six feet apart.

As you will see outlined in our Health and Safety section, students arriving on campus will undergo a temperature 
check, prior to entering school buildings. Campus arrival times have been staggered so faculty, staff and 
administrators can be in position to serve students and families. (Danielle Taylor, Little Georigies Director, will 
communicate with Little Georgies families about the start of school.)
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7:30 a.m. 
Students can begin to arrive on 

campus and go to their classroom

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.
Morning Meeting/Chapel 

Lunch, recess and specialty times 
vary by grade level

Academic learning block schedules 
for math, reading, language usage, 

science and social studies 
will vary by grade level.

3:00 p.m. 
Classes end 

(2:15 p.m. on Wednesdays)

7:45 a.m. 
Students can arrive on campus 

and go to their classroom

8:15 - 8:45 a.m.
Morning Meeting/Chapel 

Lunch, recess and specialty times 
vary by grade level

Academic learning block schedules 
for math, reading, language usage, 

science and social studies 
will vary by grade level.

3:15 p.m.
Classes end 

(2:15 p.m. on Wednesdays)

8:00 a.m. 
Students can arrive on campus and 

go to their Advisory classroom

8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
Advisory/Chapel

9:00 - 10:20 a.m.
Class One

10:20 - 11:40 a.m. 
Class Two

11:40 a.m. - 12:40 p.m. 
MS/US Lunch and Recess

12:40 - 2:00 p.m.
Class Three

2:00 - 3:20 p.m.
Class Four

*The first 10 minutes of each class 
block will be devoted to moving 

from one class to the next in one-
way traffic patterns and cleaning of 
shared items. In the last 20 minutes 

of each class block, students will 
begin individual assignments 

and tutorials.

Class begins at 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays (there is no CAC); 
students can begin to arrive at 

8:30 a.m. and go to their classroom.

GERMANTOWN CAMPUS MEMPHIS CAMPUS COLLIERVILLE CAMPUS
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HYBRID LEARNING SCHEDULE
Students in PK-12 whose circumstances do not allow them to attend on campus, in-person school, will follow a 
hybrid learning schedule. Hybrid learning will consist of a combination of scheduled live times during which 
the student will participate in on campus classroom lessons via Zoom and student response to learning and 
assignments from their individual learning location and submit work to their teachers via Canvas or Seesaw. 
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8:00 - 8:30 a.m.
Morning Meeting/Chapel 

Lunch, recess and specialty times 
vary by grade level

Students will remotely participate in 
academic learning blocks for math, 

reading, language usage, science 
and social studies.

Schedules will vary by grade level. 
Families can expect specific subject 
start times to be communicated by 

teachers the week before school begins.

3:00 p.m. 
Classes end 

(2:15 p.m. on Wednesdays)

8:15 - 8:45 a.m.
Morning Meeting/Chapel 

Lunch, recess and specialty times 
vary by grade level

Students will remotely participate in 
academic learning blocks for math, 

reading, language usage, science 
and social studies. 

Schedules will vary by grade level. 
Families can expect specific subject 
start times to be communicated by 

teachers the week before school begins.

3:15 p.m.
Classes end 

(2:15 p.m. on Wednesdays)

8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
Advisory/Chapel

9:10 - 10:00 a.m. 
Class One

(10:00 - 10:20 a.m. Individual 
assignments and tutorials)

10:30 - 11:20 a.m.
 Class Two 

(11:20 a.m. - 11:40 a.m. Individual 
assignments and tutorials)

12:50 - 1:40 p.m.
Class Three 

(1:40 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Individual 
assignments and tutorials)

2:10 - 3:00 p.m.
Class Four 

(3:00 - 3:20 p.m. Individual 
assignments and tutorials)

Class begins at 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays (there is no CAC)

GERMANTOWN CAMPUS MEMPHIS CAMPUS COLLIERVILLE CAMPUS



GUARDING OUR GRYPHONS: Reopening Plan 2020-2021, Part 2

REMOTE LEARNING SCHEDULE
Our goal is to have students physically present on campus. While every effort will be made to prevent a school-
wide closure, recognize it may be appropriate to close one campus or a portion of a campus. St. George’s will 
consult with state and county public health officials prior to finalizing a decision to close a campus or the school. 
We stand ready to pivot from in-person to distance learning for PK-12 so that disruption can be minimized. The 
schedule below would be implemented in the event of a campus or school-wide closure.

5

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.
Morning Meeting/Chapel

8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
Academic Block 1

9:15 - 10:00 a.m.
Independent Work

10:00 - 10:45 a.m.
Academic Block 2

10:45 - 11:30 a.m.
Independent work

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Lunch

12:00 - 12:30 p.m.
Specialty

12:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Recess

1:00 - 1:45 p.m.
Academic Block

1:45 - 2:15 p.m.
Independent work

2:15 - 2:45 p.m.
Specialty

2:45 - 3:00 p.m. 
Office Hours

Classes end (2:15 p.m. on Wednesdays)

8:00 - 8:30 a.m.
Morning Meeting/Chapel

8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
Academic Block 1

9:15 - 10:00 a.m.
Independent Work

10:00 - 10:45 a.m.
Academic Block 2

10:45 - 11:30 a.m.
Independent work

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Lunch

12:00 - 12:30 p.m.
Specialty

12:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Recess

1:00 - 1:45 p.m.
Academic Block

1:45 - 2:15 p.m.
Independent work

2:15 - 2:45 p.m.
Specialty

2:45 - 3:00 p.m. 
Office Hours

Classes end (2:15 on Wednesdays)

8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
Advisory/Chapel

9:10 - 10:00 a.m. 
Class One

10:30 - 11:20 a.m.
 Class Two 

12:50 - 1:40 p.m.
Class Three 

2:10 - 3:00 p.m.
Class Four 

3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Office hours

Class begins at 9:10 a.m. on 
Wednesdays (there is no CAC)

GERMANTOWN CAMPUS MEMPHIS CAMPUS COLLIERVILLE CAMPUS
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BEFORE AND AFTERCARE (FOR ON CAMPUS LEARNING)
Morning care will not be provided. Please arrive at school no earlier than the times listed on page 3. Spaces for 
Extended Day aftercare will be extremely limited due to physical distancing requirements. Unless you have 
registered for aftercare, you must pick up your child at dismissal. Aftercare registration information will be 
provided in our final back-to-school communications in August. We cannot accommodate drop-ins at this time.  

CHAPEL DAY DRESS (COLLIERVILLE CAMPUS)
Because chapels will be held remotely, the special formal dress of navy blue blazers, white tops, khaki bottoms and 
dress shoes will not be required until further notice. 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
St. George’s takes great pride in our visual and performing arts programs. Performances and gatherings are an 
important part of our traditions, but these performances may look different in the 2020-2021 school year. We will 
follow the directives and guidance of local/state officials, National Federation of State High School Associations 
and National Association for Music Education to determine the safest practices for our performers and audiences. 
Live indoor group or ensemble singing will not take place until further notice.

WELLNESS/STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING
Wellness classes in lower and middle school are an essential part of the St. George’s experience and are vital for 
our students’ physical and emotional health. Face coverings will be required when wellness activities take place 
indoors. 
Weather permitting, wellness classes will take place outdoors and students will participate in smaller groups 
socially-distanced exercise. Face coverings will not be required outdoors. 

Locker rooms in the Collierville Campus Stokes Fieldhouse will not be accessible. On wellness days, students may 
wear their wellness uniform for the entire day or regular dress code with appropriate shoes for movement. 

ATHLETICS
St. George’s athletic programs are an integral part of our holistic approach to education. At this time, we are moving 
forward with volleyball, golf and cross country, while football, cheer, and soccer are currently delayed until August 29. 
All fall varsity sports are able to continue conditioning until the first official day of practice. 

In the coming weeks, the Shelby League Board of Directors will meet to discuss the Middle School fall athletic 
season. Any changes to the middle school calendar dates will be detailed in 
a division or campus-specific back-to-school communication. 

RECESS
During outdoor recess and play, students are not required to wear face 
coverings. We will reduce the number of students on Lower School playgrounds 
to monitor for social distancing. Lower School and Little Georgies teachers will 
use EPA-approved disinfectants to sanitize the high-touch playground areas 
and shared recess items between usage by each cohort.

Middle and Upper School students will also participate in outdoor recess 
activities. Students and recess monitors will aid in the cleaning of shared 
items (i.e.: jump ropes, kick balls, frisbees, etc.) in between use.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS
We remain dedicated to the health, safety and well being of every Gryphon. Health directives and guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control, Tennessee Department of Health and Shelby County Health Department drive our 
school’s health and safety policies. 

PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTIVES AND GUIDANCE
•   Stay home when sick.

•   Limit close contact with others.

•   Maintain at least 6 feet of distance from other people.

•   Wear a cloth face covering or mask over your nose and mouth.

•   Wash hands frequently with soap and water or use hand sanitizer (60% alcohol).

•   Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces and objects.

•   Scholastic and other organized teams not deemed to be high-risk as determined by the National Federation of State 
High School Associations may conduct more comprehensive practices, but contact must be limited and all other social 
distancing principles should apply. High risk sports include wrestling, football, lacrosse, competitive cheer and dance. 

ST. GEORGE’S HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS
St. George’s work is aimed at mitigating transmission and minimizing risk. Safety protocols include daily health 
screenings, physical distancing, and the required wearing of face coverings for all adults and students in PK-12. 
We will continue to share updated information and all members of our community are expected to support our 
collective safety. We understand federal, state and local government agencies may shift guidelines as the course of 
the COVID-19 pandemic shifts over time.

•   All persons who enter our school buildings are required to complete a wellness screening.

•   All persons are required to practice physical distancing.

•   All faculty/staff and students in PK-12 are required to wear cloth masks or face coverings.

•   All persons are required to observe handwashing and hygiene protocols.

•   Additional cleaning protocols are in place.

•   St. George’s will observe local and state guidelines on group gathering limitations.

•   We anticipate short-term shifts to remote learning throughout the year due to confirmed COVID-19 cases.

WELLNESS SCREENING
•   Families should ensure that all children’s vaccinations are up to date.

•   Families should check with their child’s pediatrician regarding flu shots. The influenza vaccine is strongly 
recommended by health experts for children and adults in anticipation of additional COVID-19 illnesses.

•   Daily at-home health checks, including temperature, must be completed by each family, faculty, and staff 
member using the Magnus Mobile Application. Consider purchasing a thermometer if you do not already have one.

•   Families will soon receive information on how to complete all health-related forms through the Magnus platform 
and should do so within the stated deadline.

•   Anyone with a fever of 100.4 degrees or greater, or who reports two or more COVID-19 symptoms, should not be 
present at school.
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•   All in our community must complete an at-home Magnus screening prior to coming to campus or must 
complete it at a health station upon arrival to any St. George’s campus.

•   Additional temperature checks will take place onsite, prior to entering a school building. Please understand this 
will take additional time at dropoff. 

•   Those who develop symptoms while on campus will be isolated in designated areas and should leave campus as 
soon as possible to go home or seek medical help.

•   All in our community who are ill must follow the public health guidelines for returning.

REPORTING AN ILLNESS
Guarding our Gryphons will rely on our families to report COVID-19 exposure and testing. 

You must self-report your status if you fall into any of the following groups:
•   You have had prolonged contact of 10 or more minutes, in close proximity of 6 feet or less, with someone who 
has a confirmed case of COVID-19.

•   You are under quarantine by direction of a public health agency or medical provider, and/or awaiting test results 
for COVID-19.

•   You have been informed by a public health agency or a medical provider that you have tested positive or are 
presumptively positive for COVID-19.

•   You believe you are experiencing coronavirus symptoms.

If you fall into any of these groups, please take the following steps:
•   Do not come to campus. Notify the campus nurse immediately.

•   Follow the recommendations of the public health agency or medical provider. Their recommendation will likely 
follow Shelby County Health Department guidance to self-quarantine for 2 weeks, if you have had prolonged contact 
of 10 or more minutes, in close proximity of 6 feet or less, with someone who has a confirmed case of COVID-19.

Upon confirmation of a case:
The affected area of the school will close (shifting to a remote platform in PK-12) to permit a cleaning window that 
will include disinfection by the school’s janitorial staff in accordance with CDC guidelines. Unless a larger outbreak 
requires significant closure, St. George’s will partner with the Shelby County Health Department to determine next 
steps and to complete contact tracing within the school community. Contacts are to self-quarantine for 14 days 
from their last contact with the infected individual. St. George’s will not disclose the names of any individual students 
or families with a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 to the school community.

Students or adults who have tested positive for COVID-19 may return to school if the answer to ANY of 
the following questions is YES:
•   Did a healthcare provider confirm the individual’s illness is not due to COVID-19 because another explanation 
was identified (i.e.: fever due to strep throat confirmed by a positive strep test, rash from poison ivy, etc.)? A 
doctor’s note may be required to return to school.

•   Did the individual have a positive COVID-19 molecular/PCR test and complete isolation for a minimum of 10 
days AND had resolution of symptoms for at least 72 hours?

•   Has the individual been well for at least 72 hours and have documentation of TWO negative COVID-19 molecular/
PCR tests, at least 24 hours apart, during the most recent absence due to symptoms consistent with COVID-19?

•   In the case of an individual with symptoms who did not obtain testing, did the individual complete isolation for a 
minimum of 10 days AND have resolution of symptoms for at least 72 hours?
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CLEANING AND HYGIENE
•   Every effort should be made to limit face touching.

•   Handwashing will happen regularly. Students will wash their hands with soap and water after each restroom use, 
before eating, and always after sneezing or coughing. When soap and water are not available, students age six and 
up will use hand sanitizer.

•   Hand sanitizer stations in multiple areas across each campus are available for student and adult use.

•   Cleaning crews will be onsite during the day to clean common spaces, door knobs, and restrooms frequently.

•   Classes will be sanitized at the end of each school day in preparation for the next day. 

OUTDOOR SPACES
We will use outdoor spaces at our three campuses for “mask breaks,” as long as students and adults remain socially 
distanced. Weather permitting, our goal is to circulate through outdoor spaces for recess, lunch, wellness and 
classroom activities that do not require technology. 

USE OF MATERIALS
•   When possible, shared materials will be avoided.

•   If materials are shared (such as center activities or lab equipment), they will be cleaned between each use.

•   Teachers maintain the sanitizing of the classroom and materials while inside the classroom; the janitorial staff 
will clean the classrooms throughout the day when students are using an outdoor space.

•   Shared supplies meant for instruction will be cleaned by the school regularly. Outside of the supplies lists 
indicated, students should not bring personal toys or other items to school.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING
Students and adults will maintain 6 feet between themselves and others whenever possible. Classrooms for grades 
1-12 are laid out in a way to facilitate this distancing. Excess furniture has been removed from Early Childhood 
classrooms. Reducing the spread of COVID-19 for Little Georgies, PK, JK and SK relies on frequent disinfecting 
and increased hygiene practices. Where necessary, signage to direct foot traffic in and out of buildings, in hallways, 
and on staircases will provide helpful reminders of these expectations.

LOCKERS AND CUBBIES
On Lower School campuses, room configurations to accommodate physical distancing may block access to storage 
cubbies. To avoid crowded areas in hallways, lockers will not be in use on the Collierville Campus. Middle and 
Upper School students will use backpacks to carry their belongings. We recommend the use of a rolling backpack.

WATER FOUNTAINS
Drinking fountains are disabled and only water bottle filling fountains will be available for use. All students should 
bring their own labeled water bottle that can be refilled during the day.

FACE COVERINGS
St. George’s will require cloth face coverings for all faculty and staff and students in grades PK - 12. Students should 
bring a labeled face covering to school each day. If your child has a medical condition that prohibits wearing a face 
covering, please contact your specific division or campus director.
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Schedules will be adjusted to allow additional time outdoors for lunch, recess/Flex, and for certain class periods to 
provide for physical distancing and allow people to remove their masks.

GROUP GATHERINGS
•   St. George’s will limit the number of persons assembling in classrooms and common areas, following the 
guidance of Tennessee and Shelby County regulations.

•   Teachers and students will gather in assigned classrooms or outdoors (when possible) and reduce unnecessary 
movement around buildings or campuses. Lower School specialty teachers will travel to students.

•   There will be no scheduled in-person parties or gatherings. All large celebrations, chapels, assemblies, and 
student life events, will be held virtually via Zoom.

VISITORS
While parents are normally welcome at school as visitors and volunteers, we regret these visits are limited at this time. 

LUNCH FOR PK-12
•   FLIK will provide a limited lunch service, beginning with individualized boxed lunches. 

•   Families electing access to this option will purchase the full meal plan in half-semester increments. 

•   To allow FLIK enough preparation time, the declining balance option will not be available at this time.

•   Pricing and registration will be available in the campus-specific, back-to-school communications in August. 

•   Students will eat in their classrooms, or outside when weather permits.

•   Regular cafeteria dining will not be in operation.

TRANSPORTATION
The school must take into account public health guidelines for transportation. We hope to be able to serve a 
portion of our usual bus ridership. Distance from school will be prioritized. Due to these circumstances, we 
recommend families plan for alternative transportation options. Families will be updated as soon as possible. 
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COMMUNITY AND SUPPORT
We are dedicated to our entire community as we navigate new protocols, changes to our technology infrastructure, 
and tools for enhancing remote teaching and learning. Student life, chapel, and social and emotional learning 
remain core tenets of the mission of St. George’s  in the lasting outcomes they create in the character, connections, 
and ethics of our students.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Faculty, staff and administrators are taking part in several professional development experiences, including social/
emotional and mental wellness learning, as well as health and safety protocol training to better support students 
and families when school begins. 

Spirituality and Wellness: From Grief to Grace 
The Reverend John Leach will lead our faculty in recognizing and utilizing everyday graces in their daily lives as 
educators, for their own spiritual and emotional well-being, as our context and circumstances change. 

Developing a Covid-Current Common Language to Provide Safety for Students
Teachers will learn to be ready with the language to use in their classrooms and in our school community to help 
ease the transition back to school and teach students COVID-current emotional vocabulary.

All Zoomed Out: A Deep Dive Into Self Care for Teachers and Students
Teachers will assess their current self care plan and learn a comprehensive model for self care that leads to healthy 
support of our students and families.

Mindfulness
Practical uses for learning to ease the pressures and demands in our lives as educators and in the lives of students.

The New Normal: Coming Back After the Curve
Best practices for returning to school during COVID-19.

Surviving and Thriving in Challenging Times
Strategies for coping with the ever growing complexity of school.

STUDENT SUPPORT
Strong Support Systems
Counselors, chaplains, deans, teachers, administrators and staff are poised to welcome your children back to school 
in August. 

Routine Start to the Day
Strong relationships are the key to a St. George’s education. Students in each grade across all three campuses 
will benefit from morning connections with their teachers and classmates, in person or remotely. Lower School 
students will participate in morning meeting activities. Middle and Upper School students will begin their days 
with chapel and advisory initiatives. Scheduled times to share thoughts, feelings, worship and laughter will provide 
the needed support for our children to thrive, even during these unpredictable times. 

Recreational Breaks
St. George’s understands the upcoming school year will look different for students. To mitigate any undue stress, we 
will make room for recreational breaks to foster friendships and fun every day.
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Brain Breaks
Teachers will have access to a “Brain Breaks Library” when students return. Brain breaks are planned learning 
activity shifts that mobilize different networks of the brain. Such shifts revitalize and restore a sense of calm and 
focus, which helps to foster optimal mood, attention, and memory. 

FAMILY PARTNERSHIP
Perhaps more than ever before, family partnerships are a critical 
piece in helping us navigate the interests of health and safety while 
continuing to provide the best education for your child. This is a 
difficult time for all of us and we ask for your grace and support 
of our Little Georgies and St. George’s educators as we all work 
together on behalf of our students. We appreciate the confidence 
you have placed in us. 

We also want to hear from you! Please reach out if you have 
questions or need support. 
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St. George’s continues to use a variety of sources to develop protocols and determine when circumstances may warrant a 
change in tactic, including:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Tennessee Department of Health
Shelby County Health Department
National Federation of State High School Associations
Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association
Tennessee Department of Education

Johns Hopkins University Center for Health Security
LeBonheur Children’s Hospital
National Association of Episcopal Schools
National Association of Independent Schools
Southern Association of Independent Schools
COVID Exit Strategy

RESOURCES


