
Accelerated English 7 Summer Reading Assignment 

You may either make a copy of this document and type directly on it and bring a printed copy of it to the first English class of 

the year, OR you may handwrite your response on a piece of notebook paper and bring that to your first English class. 

Questions: Please email Mrs. Rubin de la Borbolla 

Before completing the summer reading for 7th grade English, first watch Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s TED 

Talk titled “The Danger of a Single Story.” Then, answer the questions below. 

1. According to Adichie, what is the danger of a single story? Answer this question with three key take-

aways from the video.

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

2. What is a single story someone might tell about your life or an aspect of your identity? In your opinion,

in what ways is this single story a positive one? How might the telling of this single story have a negative

impact?

3. One teacher explains that Adichie’s video calls us to listen to, to read, and to tell “multiple stories or

risk perpetuating stereotypes and limited knowledge.” However, as this teacher asserts, Adichie’s

message “also moves us away from guilt about having single stories and toward an activist stance of

open-mindedness and receptivity to multiple narratives.” Basically, Adichie says that stereotypes that

come from single stories are no individual person’s fault; we aren’t bad people for having learned a

stereotype at some point, and we have the ability to reject those stereotypes. In your opinion, how is

Adichie’s message ultimately a hopeful one?

Now that you’ve considered the importance of hearing a range of stories and perspectives, you will read two 

books of your choice, one that acknowledges and affirms some aspect of your identity (a mirror book) 

and one that gives you a glance into another identity, culture, and/or experience (a window book). As 

long as one book is in some way a mirror for you and the other is in some way a window for you, you may read 

any book you like. However, you should choose books that you feel reflect your current reading abilities. See the 

notes below to better understand what makes a book a mirror and what makes a book a window. After reading 

each book, complete the table below in complete sentences. When completing each table, answer clearly 

and thoroughly, demonstrating a strong control of “Standard American English” conventions. 

"Stories act as a window into somebody else's life... they [also] act as a mirror into your own. And I think that 

needs to be true for everybody — every aspect of American society, every corner of American society has to have 

stories that are mirrors and stories that are windows." - Gene Luen Yang 

mailto:hrubin@sgis.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=D9Ihs241zeg&feature=emb_title


We Are Not Alone: The Importance of Mirrors 
One of the great powers that stories have is that, when we see ourselves represented in 
the pages of a book, it reminds us that we are not alone. Characters can provide cultural 
mirrors for us if they share similar cultural experiences. They can also become mirrors 
when they experience the same emotions or life events we do. It takes great vulnerability 
to share one’s own story as well as the connections one has to characters and stories. You 
are always encouraged but not required to share “mirror moments”  when discussing a 
text in class.   

Learning from Discomfort: The Importance of Windows 
As important as it is to be validated from the stories we read, stories also remind us that 
our story is not the only story. At times, some of the stories we read may evoke feelings 
of discomfort because they allow us to see into a person, culture, or experience very 
different from our own. Rather than dismiss this feeling, take note of your discomfort and 
consider these as “window moments” or opportunities to learn about others’ life 
experiences.

After Reading: Mirror Book 

1. List the book’s basics. Title: 

Author: 

Genre: 

2. Explain why you chose this book.

Which aspect/s of the story did you 
think would reflect back your own life 
and experiences? 

3. Write a one-paragraph summary of

the plot. Provide only key details.

4. Write the name(s) and a brief

description(s) of the main character(s)

along with what you feel are their

main character traits.

5. List two interesting language

choices the author/s made with

appropriate parenthetical citations

when you directly quote the text. In a

sentence or two, explain why you find

these language choices interesting

and/or significant.

6. Include two excerpts from the



book, either quotations or passages, 

that are important to the story. 

Include parenthetical citations. Write 

one or two sentences explaining the 

significance of each quotation. 

7. What is one theme conveyed

throughout this text? This should be a

life lesson or “truth” about life written

in a complete sentence. It should be

universal and applicable to multiple

people and/or texts.

8. Explain what you learned about

yourself through reading this book as

a mirror.

After Reading: Window Book 

1. List the book’s basics. Title: 

Author: 

Genre: 

2. Explain why you chose this book.

Why did you want to learn more about 
this topic, issue, culture, situation, or 
experience?

3. Write a one-paragraph summary of

the plot. Provide only key details.

4. Write the name(s) and a brief

description(s) of the main character(s)

along with what you feel are their

main character traits.

5. List two interesting language

choices the author/s made with

appropriate parenthetical citations

when you directly quote the text. In a

sentence or two, explain why you find

these language choices interesting

and/or significant.

6. Include two excerpts from the

book, either quotations or passages,

that are important to the story.



 

 

Include parenthetical citations. Write 

one or two sentences explaining the 

significance of each quotation. 

7. What is one theme conveyed 

throughout this text? This should be a 

life lesson or “truth” about life written 

in a complete sentence. It should be 

universal and applicable to multiple 

people and/or texts. 

 

8. Explain what you learned about 

others by reading this book as a 

window. 

 

 




