
English IV: Tales of Difference, Tales of Strength 

 

Summer Reading Assignment 2020-2021 School Year 

 

Dear Seniors, 

I am delighted to work with you this semester as we explore characters who would be labeled 

today as “neurodiverse.” As you complete this work this summer, please do not hesitate to 

reach out if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Rubin de la Borbolla 

hrubin@sgis.org 

 

Objective: These assignments are the doorway through which we will enter this unique class, 

and they are a way to reflect on preconceptions about human behavior and expectations. 

 

Methods: 

1. Watch the following TEDx video about neurodiversity. 

a. Write a first person personal response to this video. Did you learn anything new? 

What surprised you? What did you already know? 

b. What questions do you have? What else do you want to know? 

2. Read the following article: 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2006-04-09-0604090280-story.html 

a. Write a first person personal response to this article. Did you learn anything new? 

What surprised you? What did you already know? 

b. What questions do you have? What else do you want to know? 

3.  Read any book of your choice. I am happy to make recommendations, but the book should 

demonstrate where you self-identify when it comes to your reading-level; do not select 

something dramatically below or above your comfort level as a reader. This should be a text that 

you have not read previously. Take notes or annotate (not mandatory) so that we can begin the 

year discussing the protagonist/main characters and their similarities and differences as a class. 

a. EBSCO NoveList Database - use login sgis and password gryphon20! for access 

i. This resource, provided in conjunction with SGIS’s McClain Library, allows you 

to look up books based on topic/theme, title, author, character-type, writing style, 

etc. 

ii. You can also use this resource to search for a book you already love and review 

the “Read Alikes” column, which provides recommendations for similar books. 

b. Your Favorites: 100 Best-Ever Teen Novels (NPR) 

c. Ask your family members, friends, librarians, teachers, and neighbors for their 

recommendations. This could be one additional way to connect to someone during these 

distant times. 
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