
English II Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021 School Year 

 

Questions: Please contact Ms. Ricketson (lricketson@sgis.org) 

 

“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or strange. 

These windows are also sliding glass doors, and readers have only to walk through in imagination to 

become part of whatever world has been created and recreated by the author. When lighting conditions 

are just right, however, a window can also be a mirror. Literature transforms human experience and 

reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we can see our own lives and experiences as part of the larger 

human experience. Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their 

mirrors in books.” - Rudine Sims Bishop 

 

"Stories have two different purposes. One, stories act as a window into somebody else's life; and the 

second one is they act as a mirror into your own. And I think that needs to be true for everybody — every 

aspect of American society, every corner of American society has to have stories that are mirrors and 

stories that are windows." - Gene Luan Yang, referencing Bishop 

 

“Humans don’t make our stories, it’s stories that make us human. It’s not until we know the stories of each 

other that we embrace our humanity. When I know the stories of my people and my culture, that’s when I 

become human myself.” - Ezra Hyland, in part paraphrasing Amiri Baraka. 

 

To prepare for English II, you should choose one book that serves as a window for you and one that 

serves as a mirror. You can choose any two books that interest you, and I encourage you to solicit the 

help of librarians and booksellers in your quest, to browse on Amazon and Goodreads, and to ask friends 

and family members for recommendations. In a few well-constructed sentences, you should respond to 

the first two questions below before you read and the last two after you read. Be prepared to share what 

you learned about others and about yourself during a class discussion upon our return to school. 

 

Before You Read 

 

Which book have you chosen as your window? Why would you like to learn more about this topic, issue, 

culture, situation, or experience? 

 

 

Which book have you chosen as your mirror? Which aspect/s of the story do you predict will reflect back 

your own life and experiences? 

 

After You Read 

 

What did your window book enable you to learn about the topic, issue, culture, situation, or experience? 

 

 

What did your mirror book teach you or affirm for you about yourself? 
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