
 

 

English I 

Mr. Adcock 

Rising 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 

In preparation for English I, your summer work asks you to complete the following two tasks prior to 

the first day of class: 

 

Task 1: Read two books, largely of your choice (more information below). 

 

Task 2: Complete a Summer Reading One-Sheet document for each of the novels you read (2 total). 

● A blank version of the Summer Reading One-Sheet document can be found here, and 

instructions for downloading/saving this template can be found at the top of the handout. 

● I recommend you review this document in advance of completing your readings so you know 

what sort of information you will need to provide; while the document does not request you to 

write full essays, it does ask you to engage with each book in a variety of ways. 

 

How to Select Your Books: 

For the two books you read this summer, you get a huge amount of choice. If the feedback I have been 

given from many years of teaching 9th grade English has told me anything, it is that many students miss 

being able to find the time to pick the books they read, and, after all, it is summer, so I believe you 

should have a choice in the selection process.  

 

With that said, there are basic guidelines and rules, as follows: 

● At least one of your books must feature a young adult/teenager as the protagonist. 

○ The other book can be any book of your choosing.  

● Both books you choose should be new to you: You should not have previously read either of 

them before, whether for school or for pleasure. 

● Both books should demonstrate where you self-identify when it comes to your reading-level; do 

not select something dramatically below or above your comfort level as a reader. 

● Use the resources below if you are stuck trying to make a decision. 

● If you have any questions, please reach out to Mr. Adcock (zadcock@sgis.org)  

  

Book Selection Resources: 

You are not required to pick from these lists, as long as your decisions meet the expectations above; 

however, these lists can be helpful in finding blurbs/descriptions and recommendations. 

● Award-Winning Books for Teens (Common Sense Media) 

○ Common Sense Media provides many other relevant lists that are linked from this page. 

● Your Favorites: 100 Best-Ever Teen Novels (NPR) 

● The Ultimate YA Summer Reading List (Brightly) 

● The Most Exciting Young Adult Books of 2019 (Brightly) 

● Listopia> Young Adult Book Lists (GoodReads) 

● EBSCO NoveList Database - use login sgis and password gryphon20! for access 

○ This resource, provided in conjunction with SGIS’s McClain Library, allows you to look 

up books based on topic/theme, title, author, character-type, writing style, etc. 

○ You can also use this resource to search for a book you already love and review the 

“Read Alikes” column, which provides recommendations for similar books. 

● Finally, do not hesitate to reach out to your friends, family, local bookstores, librarians, etc. to 

solicit more familiar recommendations. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TIMyMtSmnIH3TVbUfb012ftzisJ8phhPvV9wbrDJZC0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/award-winning-books-for-teens
https://www.npr.org/2012/08/07/157795366/your-favorites-100-best-ever-teen-novels
https://www.readbrightly.com/summer-ya-books/
https://www.readbrightly.com/ya-books-2019/
https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/young-adult
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=novplus

