
AP English Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021 School Year 

 

Dear AP Lit Scholars, 

*I am delighted to spend the next year collaborating with you. This is the first way I am able to 

see who you are as a reader, thinker, and writer upon your return to school. Please do your 

best, and communicate with me if you have any questions: hrubin@sgis.org. 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Rubín de la Borbolla 

 

Summer Work Completion Date: Before the first full day that your English class meets. 

  

Objective: You will read, ponder, react to, respond to, and think about the two novels you read 

this summer; these will also play a role in my introduction of the course in August. 

Additionally, you will find a poem on your own (do not discuss this with other students), and 

you will connect this to your choice text. They may be thematically related, or you may find 

another way to connect your choice text and poem. You will respond through discussion and 

writing to questions about the texts when you return to school. 

 

Method: 

1.  Read Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (the 1818 text). I appreciate this Penguin edition 

because it provides excellent end notes that help a reader in 2020.. 

2.  Read one other book from the list I have provided here. These are the texts that have 

appeared as “choices” a student could write about to respond to FRQ#3 on the typical 

(non-Corona year) AP English Literature and Composition exam. 

3.  Find and print (or type or photocopy) a poem that connects to your choice text. Be 

sure you have this ready to share on the first full day of class. You should have the MLA 

citation for this on the poem’s page, and this may be hand-written or typed. 

 

Optional (as a way of keeping track of your thoughts as you read):  

 

If you’d like, you may either annotate each text or keep a reading journal as part of the 

 expectations for a student in a college-level class. This is your choice, and the method 

 you choose will inform the discussions and the writing that you will do upon your  

return to school in August. You will not be graded on the annotating or note-taking itself. 

  

*Annotations: If you choose to respond to the text in this way, you will want to notice 

characters, quotations that help characterize those in the text, settings and their 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xOIB-QBErLmLBNMrAHfC1m1zlQwutn5p/view?usp=sharing


meanings, motifs, symbols, repetition of any sort, etc. Remember that it is not enough to 

circle or highlight. You should have the “why” next to that annotation. Why does it 

matter that you noticed this? 

 

(Keep reading the next page.) ↓ 

How many? I am not looking for a specific number; rather, the annotations should 

reflect thorough reading and thinking throughout the books. (You should not skip a 

chapter or two because “there isn’t anything good in that part.”) 

  

OR 

  

*Reading Journal: You may keep a “journal” of your reading. Divide the paper in half 

vertically. On the left you should note chapter (or act and scene) and write down factual 

items you notice in that part. Examples include: facts, quotations, characters. The right 

side should also note the chapter (or act and scene), and you should record your 

thoughts, questions, analysis about diction, tone, character development, setting, etc. 

You could aim for three items in each column per chapter (or act), but this is up to you. 

  

 

 


