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Three Campus Model:
2018-2019 Year in Review
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New Graduates, Consistent Outcomes 
Dear Partners:

It is an absolute honor serving the entire St. George’s community as the assistant head of school for educational 
access. I relish in my role of guiding and preparing our seniors for their next step and extending that role to 
provide even greater access and opportunities for lower and middle school students and families. 

Taking what was once only a vision and seeing it come to fruition with four thriving Memphis Campus cohorts 
successfully transitioning from high school to college is awe-inspiring. Our 20-year journey in providing 
educational access for students has resulted in these latest notable achievements: 

     •   Strategic planning and successful re-accreditation of our three campus model led the Southern 
Association of Independent Schools to say, “St. George’s is a remarkable school that is advancing a model 
for independent schools and has the potential to alter how our industry engages with traditionally under-
served populations.”

     •   Spanning four years, 36 Memphis Campus cohort alumni were accepted to 106 colleges and 
universities, attending over 20 different institutions across 11 states.

     •   Academic achievements with ACT scores have erased the opportunity gap compared to student 
averages in Shelby County, Tennessee state, and across the nation. A Memphis Campus senior in the class 
of 2020, who joined us in 3rd grade, earned a perfect score on the ACT (36). Fifth grade students cross to 
middle school with a median reading level equivalent to the seventh grade.

     •   Three Senior Independent Study outcomes, featuring excellence in design and production, and 
community and service-based learning, were honored with distinction.

     •   Through the St. George’s Educational Access Teaching Fellowship program, educators are learning 
alongside one of the most dynamic faculty communities in Memphis and receiving career growth 
assistance for success in teaching and leading in schools dedicated to educational access.

In May 2020, we will hit another important milestone as the first cohort of Memphis Campus students graduate 
from college. It is a remarkable achievement that all students continue to thrive in college, with one serving in the 
U.S. Army, and we look forward to even greater success in the years to come.  

In partnership,

Timothy Gibson
Assistant Head of School for Educational Access

St. George’s Memphis Campus Class of 2033
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Our graduates: 
Where are they now?

St. George’s is exceedingly proud of the 36 alumni from the classes of 2016, 2017, 2018, and 
2019, who have matriculated from the Memphis Campus. Our four cohorts of graduates have 
been accepted to the following 106 colleges and universities.

Agnes Scott College
Alcorn State University
Arkansas State University
Austin Peay State University
Baptist College of Health Sciences
Baylor University
Belmont University
Berry College
Birmingham-Southern College
Carson-Newman University
Christian Brothers University
Clark Atlanta University
Colorado College
Colorado State University
Cumberland University
Drexel University
Fisk University
Grambling State
Hampton University
Harris-Stowe State University
Howard University
Jacksonville University
Langston University
Lipscomb University
Louisiana State University

Methodist University
Middle Tennessee State University
Millsaps College
Mississippi State University
Moore College of Art and Design
Morehouse College
Murray State University
Notre Dame College of Ohio
Oglethorpe University
Paine College
Pennsylvania State University
Pfeiffer University
Purdue University
Rhodes College
Samford University
Savannah College of Art and Design
Southern University and A&M College
Southwest Tennessee Community College
Spelman College
St. Louis University
Talladega College
Tennessee College of Applied 
   Technology  — Memphis
Texas Christian University
Thomas Jefferson University

Tuskegee University
The University of Alabama
The University of Memphis
Tiffin University
University of Alabama Birmingham
University of Alabama Tuscaloosa
University of Arkansas
University of Central Florida
University of Denver
University of Evansville
University of Houston
University of Kentucky
University of Memphis
University of Mississippi
University of Pikeville
University of Southern Mississippi
University of St. Mary
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
University of Tennessee, Martin
University of Tulsa
Vanderbilt University
Wake Forest University
Xavier University of Louisiana

* Bold indicates current enrollment
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Measuring Achievement in Academics
Unlike the averages of the schools our students would have attended, the vast majority of the class of 2019 
Memphis Campus cohort met or exceeded the SGIS ACT minimum benchmark of 21. This score is crucial as 
it triggers the awarding of the Tennessee HOPE Scholarship. Three out of our nine graduates will remain in 
Tennessee for their post-secondary education. Moreover, the score signifies a level of academic ability that will 
not require remediation of skills in the first year of college.
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St. George’s began as a simple idea bandied 
about over dinner in 1959, in a tiny Episcopal 
rectory in suburban Germantown, TN. Within a 
year, the founders brought the dream to life: to 
lay strong educational foundations for students 
of all religions and races, to forge fine character, 
and to do so bravely and joyfully. Almost 60 
years later, we are a city-spanning network with 
a middle/upper school campus in suburban 
Collierville and a second lower school campus 
in Memphis serving families unable to afford a 
private school tuition. 

Our commitment to transformative diversity is 
evident across all campuses as we bring together 
students from a wide range of backgrounds and 
beliefs and nearly 50 zip codes. This will to know 
and be known takes root across all campuses as 
our students find common ground despite their 
differences. 

Modeling Success from the Start
Third grade is a critical year in determining 
a student’s reading ability. At this stage, 
children move beyond the task of learning 
to read and begin “reading to learn.” The 
median grade level reading score for 
Memphis Campus third grade students in 
the spring of 2019 was equivalent to the 
second month of the fifth grade year (5.2). 
Student scores ranged from 3.5 to 6.5. 
Shelby County schools reported 27% of 
third grade students reading on grade level 
in 2017-2018. 

Similarly, our fifth grade students in the 
class of 2027 crossed this spring to continue their St. George’s journey at the Collierville 
Campus; the cohorts’ median reading score is at the seventh grade level (7.0).

An Uncommon Commitment 
to Transformative Diversity

As they interact and connect, St. George’s 
students change themselves and one another — 
and change, we hope, the face and fate of a city.
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The annual middle and upper school awards ceremonies were replete with winners who matriculated from the 
Memphis Campus. These upper school students are already demonstrating their potential for enriching and 
leading their school and college communities. 

In addition to receiving numerous subject awards, listed below, two students were the recipients of two of 
St. George’s top honors. Kirstin Thomas ’21 received the Reflection of Light Award for strengthening the school 
community through personal example and leadership and Jada Hines ’20 received the Emerson-Thoreau Award 
for Special Merit for demonstrating a commitment to the type of discipline and personal growth characterized 
in the works of Emerson and Thoreau. Silas Rhodes ’20 was selected by his peers and upper school faculty as a 
senior prefect, the highest leadership position in the school for the upcoming year.

Award-Winning Students

Yale Book Award – Paiden Reed ’20
English – Dariya Jones ’21
English – Silas Rhodes ’20
Spanish – Kynnedy Armstrong ’21
French – Luis Lopez ’21
Band – Deandre Deener ’22
Choir – Jada Hines ’20
Journalism – Alexis Turner ’19

French – Mayyadah Alzaben ’23
Religion – Joseph Collins ’25
Religion – Zaria Wilkes ’24
Religion –  Jamez Jordan ’23
Wellness – Kimbriel Winfield ’25
Wellness – Trinity Cannon ’23
Achievement Award – Taylor Crutcher ’24
Achievement Award – Anaya Hemphill ’23
Citizenship – Deja Harris ’23

Upper School Awards Middle School Awards

Distinguished Senior Independent Study
Senior Independent Study is a major capstone project that serves as a culminating academic and 
intellectual experience for students. During the course of their senior year, students design, plan, 
execute and communicate a meaningful project of 
their own design, and present their projects to peers 
and the greater community in the spring. Projects fall 
into various strands, including community and service 
learning, personal growth, design and production, and 
academic research. Three Memphis Campus students 
received the honor of “distinction” for this achievement.

Crystal Baggett taught herself to create 3-D animation 
using a complicated software program called Poser 
11. Alfred Johnson, an avid writer since childhood, 
wrote 49 poems and compiled them in a book. Former 
Miss Memphis Iris Teen Kaitlyn Bowman wanted to 
dispel negative stereotypes of pageantry by focusing 
on the positive aspects of camaraderie, sisterhood, 
and self-esteem. The end result of her SIS was the 
first-ever St. George’s pageant for 4th and 5th graders 
at the Memphis Campus. Ten brave girls participated in “Glowing Gryphons: An Empowerment 
Pageant,” during which they performed in front of 60 people. 
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St. George’s is nearing its 20t h year in providing access to high-quality independent school education for an 
under-served community of prekindergarten through twelfth-grade students and their families. Notably, during 
accreditation this past spring, a visiting team member wrote “St. George’s is a remarkable school that is advancing 
a model for independent schools that has the potential to alter how our industry engages with traditionally under-
served populations.” 

Through the St. George’s Educational Access Teaching Fellowship program, educators learn alongside one 
of the most dynamic faculty communities in Memphis for a period of one to two years. While teaching, they 
also enhance their professional growth and development needed for success in teaching and leading schools 
dedicated to educational access. 

Serving as second teachers in the classroom enables fellows to practice and implement myriad strategies, including:

     •   Mitigating the opportunity gap

     •   Supporting social-emotional health and the importance of non-cognitive skills

     •   Co-teaching theory and practice

     •   Teaching practices leading to students reading above grade level as early as kindergarten 

     •   Managing systems to collect student performance data 

     •   Analyzing data to enhance differentiated instruction 

Committed to teaching and learning that is active and agile, St. George’s places a high value on relationships 
that foster confidence and curiosity so that students can achieve successful academic outcomes and boldly and 
courageously chase their dreams.

Educational Access Teaching Fellowship

“SGIS is a remarkable school 
that is advancing a model 

for independent schools that 
has the potential to alter how 

our industry engages with 
traditionally under-served 

populations.”
~ Southern Association of Independent Schools
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