
 

 

Accelerated and Honors English 6 
Directions: 

Make a copy of this document, complete it digitally, and bring a printed copy of it to the first English class of the year. 

-OR- 

Handwrite your response on a piece of notebook paper and bring it to your first English class of the year. 

 

         +    

1) Choice Book (NO SUMMER ASSIGNMENT FOR YOUR CHOICE BOOK): 

You can choose any book that interests you. If you are unsure of where to start looking for a book, ask for assistance 

from your local librarians and booksellers, ask friends and family members for recommendations, or search well known 

websites like Goodreads for reading lists that appeal to your age and interest. . 

 

2) Flying Lessons and Other Stories (SEE ASSIGNMENT BELOW FOR THIS REQUIRED READING): 

Great stories take flight in this adventurous middle-grade anthology crafted by ten of the most recognizable and 
diverse authors writing today. Newbery Medalist Kwame Alexander delivers a story in-verse about a boy who just 
might have magical powers; National Book Award winner Jacqueline Woodson spins a tale of friendship against all 
odds; and Meg Medina uses wet paint to color in one girl’s world with a short story that inspired her Newbery award-
winner Merci Suárez Changes Gear. Plus, seven more bold voices that bring this collection to new heights with tales 
that challenge, inspire, and celebrate the unique talents within us all.  

--Penguin Random House 
 

★ Assignment: 
After reading the anthology of short stories, find one that acknowledges and provides some similarities of your 

identity (a mirror story) and one that gives you a glance into another identity, culture, and/or experience (a 

window story). See the notes below to better understand what makes a book a mirror and what makes a book 

a window. After selecting your two stories, complete the tables below in complete sentences. When completing 

each table, answer clearly and thoroughly, utilizing correct grammar in the column to the right of the 

statement/question.  

 

"Stories act as a window into somebody else's life... they [also] act as a mirror into your own. And I think that needs to be 

true for everybody — every aspect of American society, every corner of American society has to have stories that are 

mirrors and stories that are windows." - Gene Luen Yang 

 

 



 

 

The Importance of Mirrors 

● One of the great powers that stories have is that, when we see ourselves represented in the 

pages of a book, it reminds us that we are not alone. Characters can provide cultural mirrors for 

us if they share similar cultural experiences. They can also become mirrors when they experience 

the same emotions or life events we do. It takes great vulnerability to share one’s own story as 

well as the connections one has to characters and stories. You are always encouraged but not 

required to share “mirror moments”  when discussing a text in class. 

 

The Importance of Windows 

● As important as it is to connect to the stories we read, they also remind us that our story is 

not the only one that exists. At times, some of what we read may evoke feelings resulting 

from the unknown because they allow us to see into a person, culture, or experience very 

different from our own. Rather than dismiss these feelings, take note of it and consider these 

as “window moments” or opportunities to learn about others’ life experiences.  

 

 

After Reading: Mirror Short Story 

1. List the story’s basics. Title: 
Author: 

2. Explain why you chose this story. 
Which aspect/s of the story did you think 
would reflect back your own life and 
experiences? 

 

3. Write the name(s) and a brief 
description(s) of the main character(s) 
along with what you feel are main 
character traits. 

 

4. Include two excerpts from the story, 
either quotations or passages, that are 
important. Write one or two sentences 
explaining the significance of each. 

 

5. What is one theme conveyed 
throughout this story? This should be a 
life lesson or “truth” about life written in 
a complete sentence. A theme can be 
applied to situations outside of the story 
you read. (Example: Those who work 
hard reap benefits in life.) 

 

6. Explain what you learned about 
yourself through reading this story as a 
mirror. 

 

7. Write a one-paragraph summary of  



 

 

the plot. Provide only key details. 

 

 

 

 

After Reading: Window Short Story 

1. List the story’s basics. Title: 
Author: 

2. Explain why you chose this story for 
your window. Consider the topic, issue, 
culture, situation, or experience. 

 

3. Write the name(s) and a brief 
description(s) of the main character(s) 
along with what you feel are main 
character traits. 

 

4. Include two excerpts from the story, 
either quotations or passages, that are 
important. Write one or two sentences 
explaining the significance of each. 

 

5. What is one theme conveyed 
throughout this story? This should be a 
life lesson or “truth” about life written in 
a complete sentence. A theme can be 
applied to situations outside of the story 
you read. (Example: Those who work 
hard reap benefits in life.) 

 

6. Explain what you learned about others 
by reading this book as a window. 

 

7. Write a one-paragraph summary of 
the plot. Provide only key details. 

 

 

 


