
 

Dear Families, 
 
Today marks our second day of Virtual SGIS, which is what I am calling our move into 
distance learning. While there have been a few challenges, I continue to be amazed by 
the care with which our teachers have stepped into this gray space and the resiliency of 
our students, who are up early ready to learn. I would be remiss if I did not offer my 
sincerest thanks to the team here at SGIS who have worked to make this shift happen 
so smoothly. The work of our Technology Team and faculty has been nothing short of 
extraordinary and Lori Williamson has done a wonderful job of leading our move to 
distance learning. 
 
I greatly appreciate the feedback that I have heard from students, families and faculty 
members. Please know that we are closely listening and watching so that we can 
address any challenges along the way. Let us know about your child’s experience and 
share any ideas that you have to help all of our students and families. This is a moment 
that calls for faith, trust and grace and I am thankful for the ways in which our 
community members are coming together to support each other. I could not have 
imagined the creative methods by which Gryphons could maintain community when 
asked to distance themselves. The nature of the positive social media posting from our 
families has been inspiring to us all. 
 
Finally, I would like to share with you the prayer, written by Cameron Bellm, that Jessica 
Abell shared with the faculty during our virtual meeting on Monday.  
 
A Prayer for Pandemic by Cameron Bellm. 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when [our] schools close 



 

Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
Let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
As we prepare to lock the gates of the Collierville campus this afternoon, know that we 
all miss seeing each other as we move across our campuses. I look forward to the day 
when we are able to come back together. Until then, I look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming Zoom meetings.  
 
Sincerely, 
Timothy Gibson  
Interim Head of School 

  

 


