
 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
During these uncertain times, we are grateful for our St. George’s community. We know you 
have many questions about how our teaching and learning will continue remotely and need 
time to prepare to ensure your family’s needs are covered. Our goal for beginning online 
learning on Wednesday, March 18th, and the remainder of next week, is for students, families 
and educators to acclimate to remote learning while still maintaining our sense of community. 
 
In follow up to Mr Gibson’s communication from yesterday, our dedicated faculty and staff 
began preparing academically for this possibility several weeks ago. On Monday and Tuesday of 
next week, teachers and administrators will collaborate on best practices and test their 
technology platforms. 
 
Our St. George’s educators are equipped to deliver virtual classroom lessons using Zoom for 
Education. Zoom expands traditional classrooms in the cloud and supports high density video 
and audio, recording of lessons, content sharing and digital whiteboarding. Using a technology 
device (laptop, iPad, or phone) students of all ages will continue learning both at specifically 
scheduled times of the day, as well as through offline activities, practice or assignments. In the 
event a student is not able to join the class at the scheduled time of day, the lesson will be 
recorded and the link placed on the teacher’s website in Veracross portals. Attendance for 
remote learning will be measured by a student’s participation in or viewing of Zoom lessons 
and completion of assignments. 
 
Please note that if your child has a need to gain access to a technology device, or if the location 
from which your child will engage in remote learning has internet access barriers, our St. 
George’s technology team has a support plan in place. If you foresee a technology need for 
your child, please email the following members of the technology team so that we can address 
your concern: 
 
●Catherine Denman on the Memphis Campus (cdenman@sgis.org) 
●Peter Climie on the Germantown Campus (pclimie@sgis.org) 
●Russell Reed on the Collierville Campus (rreed@sgis.org) 
 
More specific details will follow as Monday and Tuesday unfold. When virtual classes begin on 
Wednesday, March 18th they will be geared toward students (and parents for younger 
children) understanding how to, and the expectations of, engaging in remote learning. For now, 
below you will find a framework for our remote learning plan geared toward our varied student 
developmental stages. 



LOWER SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN (PK, JK, SK) 
 
Kindergarten teachers will host a Zoom room each day, Monday through Friday from 9:00 am 
to 9:15 am. The purpose of this session is to provide a morning group time for children and 
their families that will set the stage for the activities they can engage in as a family throughout 
the day. Morning Zoom room sessions will be recorded with the link uploaded to the family’s 
Veracross portal. 
 
Each morning, suggested daily activities will be provided with a focus on essential skills to 
support continued growth. Daily activities will target language and literacy, mathematics, 
auditory and visual skills, and fine/gross motor practice. Kindergarten teachers (PK/JK/SK) will 
remain accessible to families each day. 
 
 
LOWER SCHOOL GRADES 1 - 5 
 
During extended remote learning, lower school students in grades one through five will revert 
to a Monday through Friday class schedule (rather than letter day rotations). 
 
Using Zoom, students will attend scheduled English language arts, mathematics and 
science/social studies lessons each day of the week via the schedule below. Following the 
lesson, teachers may assign required individual practice or assignments related to the lesson. 
Teachers will be accessible to students each afternoon in an open Zoom room and available for 
parent phone calls and emails during regular school hours when Zoom rooms are not in session. 
 
All Zoom room sessions (excluding the afternoon open room) will be recorded with the link 
uploaded to the Veracross portal. 
 
●Morning Meeting 8:30 am - 8:45 am 
●Session One: 9:00 am - 9:30 am  
●Session Two: 10:00 am - 10:30 am  
●Session Three: 11:00 am - 11:30 am  
Open Zoom Room with teachers providing assistance to students: 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
 
 
SIXTH THROUGH TWELFTH GRADES 
 
Students in grades six through twelve will follow the letter days and class periods on your St. 
George's planner. For example, remote classes are scheduled to begin on Wednesday, March 
18th. That means classes during periods 5, 6, 7 and 1 will be held remotely. Advisory will meet 
each morning. This will be a time for students to communicate overall needs relating to their 
experiences with remote learning, stay connected with their peers, and continue a sense of St. 
George’s community. 



 
Class periods will be 30 minutes with 30 minutes between classes, per the following schedule: 

Period (consult letter day and date in planner) Start Time End Time 
Advisory 8:30 AM 8:45 AM 
Class 1 9:00 AM 9:30 AM 
Class 2 10:00 AM 10:30 AM 
Class 3 11:00 AM 11:30 AM 
Class 4 12:00 PM 12:30 PM 
 
 
The expectation is that students join the Zoom room for all scheduled learning sessions so that 
class collaboration can continue and is supported. All session recordings will be uploaded to 
Veracross portals, which will allow students to make up the lesson at a later date (if necessary). 
Attendance in remote school is determined through a combination of scheduled engagement 
and completion of all virtual assignments. 
 
As we navigate this plan our goal is to continue to keep the relationships between students, 
teachers and families strong. We will prioritize students’ essential learning by considering what 
they need to master to be able to learn well in the next unit, other classes, or the next grade 
level. We will not be able to do everything the same, but know we are focusing on what is 
essential.  
 
We are grateful for our talented St. George’s faculty and staff who will quickly and creatively 
adapt to this ever-changing situation. We appreciate your partnership and flexibility as we work 
together to support our children. As the days unfold, please stay in contact and reach out with 
questions or concerns. Please also be watching for a communication from Division/Campus 
Directors with a virtual meeting time next Tuesday to ask questions of them. We are here to 
support you however we can and appreciate our St. George’s family. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lori Williamson 
Chief Academic Officer 
St. George’s Independent School 
lwilliamson@sgis.org 


