
 
 

Dear Students and Families, 
 
In light of the evolving reality of COVID-19, I am writing to update you on plans for the 
opening of school, following the conclusion of the spring break. As you know, we have 
been monitoring the situation closely with the goal of prioritizing health and safety for 
all in our community. 
 
Given the uncertain trajectory of the virus and our desire to support public health 
efforts to contain its spread, we have decided to delay the opening of school following 
spring break until Monday, March 30. We plan to resume all classes in an online-only 
capacity, beginning Wednesday, March 18. Meanwhile, all healthy, asymptomatic faculty 
members will report to work as planned on March 16 and will commence with remote 
learning options through at least Friday, March 30. More specific information about 
individual academic work will be available on March 18. Teachers will make thoughtful 
decisions about what approach makes most sense for each course they teach. 
 
Students experiencing anxiety who may benefit from the assistance of a counselor may 
also reach out to schedule a virtual conversation. 
 
We provisionally plan to commence our normal program on Monday, March 30. However, 
the COVID-19 situation remains very fluid, so we will continue to follow the advice of 
local, state, and federal health and governmental agencies, adjusting our plans as 
needed. We will continue to keep you updated with any modifications or other helpful 
information. 
 
In addition to suspending all on-campus activities until March 30, we have suspended all 
school-sponsored travel and events on campus until at least that date. We hope these 
modifications to our operating procedures will safeguard our community and contribute 
to public health efforts. 
 
 



 

FAQ: 
Q: What about courses that are difficult to replicate remotely? 
A: Courses that have a significant hands-on or in-person element (e.g. pottery, 
instrumental ensembles, and lab sciences) will receive special attention. Teachers will 
provide alternative assignments related to the subject matter during the period of 
remote learning.  
 
Q: What about extracurricular activities in athletics, arts, and other areas? 
A: We very much look forward to resuming these activities when school reopens. We will 
work with peer schools to adjust competition schedules as needed in athletics, and 
coaches and other faculty members will communicate more with affected students when 
we have specific information to share. 
 
Q: Are there any restrictions on a student's eventual return to campus? 
A: Individuals (students and adults) who meet any of the following criteria should reach 
out to the division director before returning to campus.  

• He or she does not feel well or has a fever and/or respiratory symptoms. 
• He or she has traveled to an area designated by the CDC with a level 1, 2, or 3 

advisory within the last 14 days. 
• He or she has traveled on a cruise within the last 14 days. 
• He or she has been in contact with a person being tested for or diagnosed with 

COVID-19. 

We recognize that these steps represent a disruption to the normal program and 
student experience, but we believe this course of action is important to mitigate risk 
and prioritize health and safety. We trust that by working together and being flexible in 
the midst of difficult and unexpected circumstances, we are demonstrating our 
commitment to our school mission and values that bind us together even as we remain 
geographically dispersed.  
 
We look forward to returning to the normal routines of school life as soon as it is 
prudent to do so, and we remain grateful for your flexibility, support, and understanding 
as we navigate complex circumstances in the best interest of health and wellness for all. 
 
Timothy Gibson 
Interim Head of School 

 


