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Begin all research tasks by asking yourself the following questions:

1. Define the Task Before Me:

· What do I need to find out?

· What form does my final project need to take?

· When do I need to have final project completed?

· Brainstorm 

· Group similar ideas together

· Include ideas that are a smaller or larger part of your research topic

· This is a good time to fill out a KWHL sheet!

2. Develop a Search Strategy:

· What kinds of sources do I need?

· Where can I look for find information on my topic?

· How can I search for information on my topic?

· What do I already know about my topic?

· What do I need to find out about my topic?

3. Locate  the Information (This is the leg work of the research process):

· Use your brainstorming ideas to formulate keywords and search phrases

· Don’t limit yourself to just one source-use lots of different sources and draw from lots of different types of information tools (databases, book sources, magazine articles, newspaper articles, reputable web sites, etc.).

· Start with a broad source, like a general encyclopedia, and work your way down to a narrow one (like an academic journal article).

4. Use the Information:
· Read and take notes

· Compare and contrast ideas you have learned so far

5.  “Synthesize” the Information (Fuse, blend, and integrate what you have learned so far):
· What do you think about what you have learned so far?

· Have you answered all the questions you posed at the beginning of your research process?

6. Report and Evaluate 
· What do you think about what you have discovered through your research?

· Have you found out all the answers to the questions posed at the beginning of your research process?
· Do your answers make sense?
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