Academic Journals at the McClain

Academic journals, sometimes referred to as scholarly journals, are the substantial nucleus of well conducted and thoroughly completed research.  Many teachers at SGC prefer that half of the total number of student research sources be obtained from academic journals.  Therefore, it is important that students are able to distinguish scholarly journals from popular periodicals.  

What do academic journals look like?
Generally speaking, scholarly journals have a serious, solemn look.  They may contain graphs and / or charts, but they rarely have exciting, glossy pages found in popular periodicals:
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Compare the above to these covers.  Notice a difference?
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· Scholarly journals often include an abstract, or summary, of the article contents before the main text of the article.  
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People:  KOCH, Kenneth
WHITMAN, Walt

Abstract:  The article offers a critical look o the works of Kenneth Koch about the conternporary German, French poets of
menacing influence. According to the author, Koch was talking only of modern posts whose works had shaped hirm
and his contemporaries. However, if Koch had reached a bit further back he certainly would have mentioned the other
two great menacing influences, Edgar Allan Poe and Wak Whitrman. The author stresses that Whitman's effect on
posts who carme after hir is a matter of record. Other views, analyses and information relative to the matter are
presented
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· Scholarly journals always include bibliographies or footnotes at the end of articles.  These are usually lengthy and cite other scholarly writings.

· Authors are experts in their fields.  These articles are written by either a scholar in the field, or by someone who has done research in the field.  Because of this, the language can be formal, technical, and may contain subject specific jargon.

· Audiences for scholarly journals are academics, professionals, researchers, and students of the field.


· The main purpose of academic journals is to publish original research or experiments.  


· Articles are “Peer-Reviewed” or “Refereed.”  Scholars in the field examine articles before they are published.


· Published monthly, quarterly, or yearly.

The McClain offers several databases that give students access to academic journal articles.  They are:

· Jstor

· EBSCO’s Academic Search Elite

· TEL’s Academic One File
· ERIC (for journals in the field of education)

Some of these resources automatically default to full-text articles, but some ask you to turn full-text searching on.  If you conduct a search, and some of your results come back as abstracts, go to the search screen and see if there is a box marked limit search to full-text.  

Cite these in MLA format in the following manner:
Magazine or Academic Journal Articles (MLA 5.9.7) 
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2.      ARTICLE TITLE 

3.      MAGAZINE/JOURNAL TITLE 
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8.      DATABASE TITLE 

9.      DATABASE PROVIDER 

10.  ST. GEORGE’S COLLIERVILLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
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